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Interview of the month

JONATAN JULIEN        
MINISTER OF ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
Gouvernement du Québec

Jonatan Julien has been Québec Minister of 
Energy and Natural Resources and MNA for 
Charlesbourg riding since October 2018. Holding 
a Bachelor’s degree in business administration 
from Université Laval and a Master’s degree 
in public administration from the ÉNAP, Mr. 
Julien is a member of the Ordre des comptables 
professionnels agréés du Québec (CA, CPA). 
His professional career over the past 15 years 
has led him to work as Secretary General of 
the Société québécoise des infrastructures and 
as an Internal auditor, risk management and 
governance within major financial institutions.

 
In September 2021, Jonatan Julien, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, 
announced the adoption of a bill amending the Act respecting energy efficiency and 
energy conservation standards for certain electrical or carbon-fuelled appliances. We 
asked Minister Julien four (4) questions so as to better understand how this amended 
legislation will affect the maritime industry and to discuss renewable energy in the 
wake of COP26, which took place a few weeks ago. 
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Question 1: The Act to amend the Act respecting energy efficiency and energy 
conservation standards for certain electrical or hydrocarbon-fuelled appliances 
makes it possible to authorize any person to act as an inspector for compliance 
with these standards for reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions. The maritime industry is very specialized and its machinery must be 
assessed by qualified inspectors. Sector-specific knowledge is required. What 
restrictions apply to this authorization? Can anyone become an inspector and 
assess a company’s equipment?

Answer 1: We expect little impact on the maritime industry. This Act applies to the 
building sector and the inspectors designated will have the qualifications required to 
carry out their mandate. 

Question 2 : The purpose of these amendments is to meet the Plan for a 
Green Economy 2030 objectives of promoting energy efficiency and reducing 
greenhouse gases. Since the maritime industry plays an important role in our 
economy, how can it show leadership in this area and help to achieve the target 
goals? 

Answer 2 : The maritime industry should continue investing to improve its energy 
performance and reduce its fossil fuel consumption. Be it for projects targeting 
innovation or transition to greener energies, various government programs exist to 
support the industry’s initiatives in this area. I would invite your members to consult 
my Department’s programs to determine which are of interest for their organizations. 

List of programs: https://mern.gouv.qc.ca/energie/programmes/ 

Question 3 : Since hydrogen has been introduced as a source of renewable 
energy at the Régie de l’énergie, are other biofuels being assessed, or will they 
be assessed, with a view to obtaining renewable energy status? How can we 
promote our biofuel technology developments to the Régie?

Answer 3: The Régie de l’énergie is a board set up to regulate energy distribution 
between suppliers and consumers. 

https://mern.gouv.qc.ca/energie/programmes/ 
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Its role is similar to the role played by the Régie du logement, which acts as a 
go-between for landlords and tenants. The government’s application to have the 
renewable nature of green hydrogen recognized is designed to pursue the natural 
gas distribution network’s transition by increasing the proportion of green energy. The 
maritime industry does not need the Régie de l’énergie’s authorization to develop 
biofuel technologies.

Question 4: Is it reasonable to consider hydroelectricity the only alternative 
energy source in the field of commercial transport? 

Answer 4:  Québec’s energy portfolio includes various energy sources. Ultimately, 
we would like this portfolio to comprise primarily renewable sources, be they 
hydroelectricity, green hydrogen or biofuels. In some cases, electrification is not the 
best option and an alternative energy source is preferable. We want the right energy 
to be used for the right purpose. 


