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David Martin firmly believes that big companies are 
more than just their financial performance and should 
be measured against the positive actions they take. This 
is the philosophy he has instilled as owner of the CSL 
Group, using his role to help transform the company, 
which owns the world’s biggest fleet of self-unloading 
bulkers, into a leading voice in eco-responsible shipping. 
David’s passion for sustainable development led to 
his involvement in the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
Canada as Chairman of the Board from 2017 to 2020. 

Question 1:  At the St. Lawrence Seaway 
opening, the CSL Group announced that it would 
pursue its commitment to greener shipping 
by testing the use of biodiesel on half of its 
Canadian fleet. Why did you opt for this type of 
fuel? 

Answer 1 : We firmly believe that shipping 
companies like ours have a role to play in attaining 
the CO2 reduction targets proposed by the Canadian 
government. At CSL, the eco-responsible operation 
of our vessels is a corporate value. This is why we 
are proud to launch these tests, which are the most 
far-reaching ever conducted on the use of biodiesel 
in the maritime sector. 

We got here by looking into various types of 
alternative fuels in order to determine which would 
be best suited to our fleet. While several fuel options 
are promising, they are not necessarily sufficiently 
developed to be used on our ships. Our main criteria 
were that this project help significantly reduce our 
GHG emissions, that sufficient quantities of the 
fuel be available and that it be easy to convert our 
engines. Biodiesel was a perfect match: it will allow 
us to decrease our CO2 emissions by approximately 
90%, it is available in sufficient quantities and it 
does not require major vessel engine modification. 
This made it the most interesting option for us. 
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So, we started testing it last year on two vessels, 
first by using a blend containing a small percentage 
of biofuel to determine whether the engines would 
react well. When these trials proved conclusive, we 
gradually increased the concentration of biodiesel 
until it was 100%. This year, we are testing eight 
ships, or half our Canadian fleet. We hope that 
these trials will lead to increased use of biodiesel in 
the maritime sector, both in Canada and worldwide. 

Question 2 : What is the goal of these tests 
conducted with fuel made entirely of inedible 
organic materials? 

Answer 2 : The biofuel we will use is, in fact, a 
second-generation biodiesel, meaning that it is 
made entirely of non-edible food by-products. This 
fuel has never before been tested on such a large 
scale in the maritime sector. So, the first goal of 
these tests is to determine the parameters for using 
this new fuel. We are going to test how biodiesel 
reacts under different conditions, how much energy 
it produces and how it interacts with vessel engines. 
We have chosen eight ships whose engine brand, 
type and power are representative of our Canadian 
fleet.

The tests’ end goal is to show that the use of 
alternative, low-polluting fuels in the maritime sector 
is possible and feasible. We are playing a leadership 
role to inspire and pave the way for other ship 
operators to explore biofuel use and to launch other 
pollution-reduction projects. We hope that these 
tests will mark an important step in decarbonizing 
shipping in Canada. 
Of course, there are still a number of challenges to 

meet. The biodiesel price structure is very different 
from that of fossil diesel fuel and the supply chain 
is less well developed. However, we feel that by 
showing that it is possible to use biodiesel on a 
large scale in the maritime sector, it will be possible 
to find solutions to these challenges. To reach this 
goal, we are counting on the participation of other 
maritime-sector actors and government authorities, 
notably through incentive measures.  
  
Question 3 : This is one of CSL’s many 
environmental initiatives. How important 
are environmental considerations in your 
company’s strategic decision-making? 

Answer  3 :  I am of the firm belief that the companies 
that are best placed to meet the challenges of the 
future are those that centre their business model on 
environmental innovation. Environmental protection 
and social responsibility are values that I and my 
family hold very dear. This is why, for a long time, I 
was involved in the World Wildlife Fund. 

So, I am very proud that these same values 
have been passed on in every facet of our 
company, thereby generating the implementation 
of sustainable development initiatives and 
approaches. Be it the use of technological tools for 
measuring and optimizing our operations or efforts 
to build increasingly effective vessels, CSL is proud 
to consistently go further with our environmental 
measures. 
We are also committed to being transparent about our 

activities and we publish a detailed annual sustainable 

development report that allows our customers, 
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our partners and the public to track the evolution 
of initiatives like our SafePartners program, which 
aims to protect the three Ps: people, the planet and 
property.

Question 4 : In your opinion, what is the main 
challenge facing the maritime industry in a 
context of post-pandemic economic recovery? 

Answer 4 : The danger the Canadian maritime 
community should be most worried about is 
complacency. The pandemic has shown how 
essential shipping is for the Canadian and Québec 
economies. We hope that things will “go back to 
normal” in the coming months, but what we consider 
“normal” is no longer enough. 

We need to take this opportunity to push back 
the barriers that disadvantage our sector, starting 
by working with the various levels of government 
to ensure a safe, secure, sustainable, competitive 
shipping industry. The pandemic has shown us 
how fragile our supply chains are and we need to 
implement measures aimed at strengthening them 
with structures and standards that protect our 
seafarers, especially in a crisis situation. 

The second challenge does not concern the 
maritime sector but rather the governments that 
regulate us. Governments must not neglect 
shipping’s vital contribution to managing the 
pandemic and economic recovery. It was ships that 
carried hundreds of thousands of units of personal 
protective equipment essential to frontline care. It 
was our ships that carried the wheat used in all of 
the recipes for bread that people at home baked. 

And, it is our ships that will continue to transport 
the construction materials needed to build the 
infrastructures that will revive our economy. 

Finally, economic recovery is an opportunity to 
improve our environmental performance. Shipping 
is already the most energy-efficient means of 
transport in existence but we can make it more. 
CSL’s self-imposed challenge is to meet the demand 
for goods and new infrastructures while reducing 
our ecological footprint. 
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