NO. 7, DECEMBER 2017

O

nce again, we are pleased to bring you the Maritime Information System (MIS) newsletter, which includes
a brief portrait of cruise ship traffic on the St. Lawrence and Saguenay rivers and reports on maritime
activity in Québec for the 2017 season.
As announced in our previous publications, the MIS now has a web interface on which previous newsletters
can be found along with a great deal of marine sector-related statistical information. Users can customize
their dashboard, according to their areas of interest, or make personalized databank queries. The site will be
updated monthly and enriched on an ongoing basis to make it THE reference where shipping-related data is
concerned. We welcome your suggestions for improving the site’s format and content.
To familiarize users with this information tool, access to the web interface will be free of charge until January
31, 2018. After that, a subscription will be needed to consult the site and receive the newsletters. We invite you
to visit the website over the coming weeks and subscribe to the MIS as of January in order to take advantage
of this new service offered to marine-sector players and stakeholders.
Happy reading!
Nicole Trépanier
President-CEO
St. Lawrence Economic Development Council (SODES)
Sylvain Lafrance
Executive Director
Innovation maritime
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MONITORING MARINE ACTIVITY
After a promising beginning of the year, the number of voyages in 2017 (apart from May and December)
remained steady around the monthly averages for the past 5 years. Overall, the change in the number of
voyages for 2017 was positive, up 1% compared to 2012-2016 (up 3% from 2016).

Figure 1 – Monthly traffic on the St. Lawrence and Saguenay

Sources: Innav, IMAR

Despite a difficult month of May, vessel loading capacity1 shows an interesting 3% increase for 2017 compared to the 2012-2016 average (up 2% from 2016).

1

Refer to Newsletter No. 1 for definitions of the terms employed and a brief description of the methodology used to estimate maritime activity.
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Figure 2 – Vessels’ total monthly capacity (in `000 tonnes of deadweight)

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

These changes in the number of voyages and in loading capacity affected the three main vessel classes
differently. Container ships maintained a steady increase in 2017 compared to 2016. With 924 voyages in 2017,
up 7% (860 voyages in 2016), the total deadweight for this category rose from 33.7 million tonnes in 2016 to
37.8 million tonnes in 2017, a significant increase of 12%.
The number of tanker voyages remained virtually unchanged from 2016 (1940 and 1947 for 2016 and 2017
respectively). However, the total deadweight for these vessels was up 3% (75 million tonnes in 2016 and 76.9
million tonnes in 2017). The picture for bulkers carrying solid bulk was slightly different, with a slight increase
in the number of vessel movements (2%) and no change in total deadweight (0%). For 2017, this vessel type
posted 3743 voyages (3657 in 2016) and total deadweight of 205 million tonnes (205.7 million in 2016).
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PORTRAIT OF FOREIGN CRUISE SHIP TRAFFIC
Analysis of data for recent years allows us to draw a brief portrait of the cruise ship industry in Québec. The
period 2007-2017 provides a meaningful sampling of efforts made in various Québec ports to develop this
facet of maritime transport.
Overall picture
Despite some fluctuations, over the past 10 years, we can see an upward trend in the number of foreignflagged cruise ships navigating the St. Lawrence River and Canadian East Coast. Visits from these ships are
generally observed from May to October, peaking significantly in September and October. Over 11 years, the
number of cruise ships rose from 19 in 2007 to a record 36 in 2017.

Figure 3 – Size of the foreign cruise ship fleet visiting the St.
Lawrence River and Canadian East Coast

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

Mirroring this trend, the number of stopovers2 also increased over this period, from 116 in 2007 to 356 in 2017.

2

Foreign-flagged vessels, of all origins, destination Eastern Canada or departure from Eastern Canada to travel abroad.
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Figure 4 – Number of monthly stopovers, foreign cruise ships,
Québec and Eastern Canada

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

As shown in Figure 4, many of the stopovers are concentrated in late summer and early fall. This pattern has
been relatively stable since 2007. In 2017, 75.6% of stopovers were observed in September and October.
The cruise ship fleet travelling the St. Lawrence River and Eastern Canada is diverse in terms of passenger
capacity, visit frequency and ships’ year of construction. The data allows us to make the following observations:
•

Vessel age (in 2017) varies significantly. The oldest vessel is the MARCO POLO, built in 1965, and the most
recent, both launched in 2017, are the SILVER MUSE and VIKING SKY. The average age of the cruise ships
that have visited the region over the past 11 years is 15 years. In 2017, the average age was 17 years.

•

Ship size also varies. In 2017, average ship length was 204 m and average width was 27
m. These features are relatively stable when compared with the average for the past 10
years (average length of 197 m and average width of 26 m for the period 2007-2016).

•

In 2017, 12 ships accounted for more than 60% of the stops made over the season. The VEENDAM
alone made 10% of all stopovers made in 2017 in Québec and Eastern Canada.
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Figure 5 – Breakdown of numbers of stopovers by ships in 2017,
Québec and Eastern Canada

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

Figure 6 – Ships’ average passenger capacity, international fleet,
Québec and Eastern Canada

Sources: INNAV, IMAR
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•

We note that, over the past 11 years (2007-2017), average cruise ship capacity was about
1200 passengers (1166 in 2017). However, the international fleet navigating Eastern Canada
and the St. Lawrence River is varied, including small units for inland navigation (GRANDE
MARINER, 88 passengers), ships specializing in adventure cruises in polar waters (SILVER
EXPLORER, 299 passengers) and luxury liners (CARIBBEAN PRINCESS, 3140 passengers).

•

Due to the bridges and power cables crossing it, the St. Lawrence has constraints restricting cruise
ship access. The Port of Québec receives vessels that can pass under the power cables between Île
d’Orléans and the South Shore (maximum air draught of 52 m, according to the sailing directions)3.
Obstructions upstream limit access to the ports of Trois-Rivières and Montréal to ships whose air
draught allows them to travel under the Pierre-Laporte bridge (maximum air draught of 49 m)4, the
Québec Bridge (maximum air draught of 46 m)5 and a power cable upstream of the Pierre-Laporte
bridge (maximum air draught of 45 m)6.
Table 1 – Breakdown of foreign cruise ships by passenger capacity, for the 20132017 seasons, Québec and Eastern Canada

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

Ships with a passenger capacity of 101-500 generally represent 30% of the foreign-flagged cruise ship fleet in
Eastern Canada and Québec. In 2017, this category accounted for 33% of stopovers (118 stopovers) with an
average of 11 stopovers per vessel. In 2017, only two other classes showed a higher number of stopovers per
ship, namely units with a passenger capacity of 1001-1500 (11% of the fleet, 14 stopovers per ship) and units
with a passenger capacity of 1501-2000 (2 vessels, 6% of the fleet, 25 stopovers per ship (14% of stopovers in
2017)). The number of ships with a passenger capacity of 501-1000 increased in 2015. Since then, this category
has maintained its significant presence in Eastern Canada and Québec (26% of the fleet in 2015, 24% in 2016
and 22% in 2017).
The benchmark used by the sailing instructions is the vertical distance between the obstacle and higher high water large tide (HHWLT). Since this
reference level is 5.7 m from chart datum, port access is possible for vessels with a slightly higher air draught but depends on the tide. For example,
the organization Cruise the Saint Lawrence indicates air draughts of 53 m for Québec City and 48-50 m for Montréal.
4
Ibid.
5
Ibid.
6
Ibid.
3
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Québec picture
Stopovers in Québec7 play an important role among total stopovers in Eastern Canada, with an equally
significant increase. Nine (9) ports regularly welcome cruise passengers: Montréal8, Québec, Trois-Rivières,
Saguenay, Baie-Comeau, Sept-Îles, Havre-Saint-Pierre, Gaspésie (Gaspé) and Îles de la Madeleine (Cap-auxMeules). A few other Québec ports have also welcomed cruise ships from time to time over the past 11 years.
Figure 7 – Comparative change in number of stopovers,
Eastern Canada and Québec

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

It is interesting to note that the cruises offered in Eastern Canada almost systematically include one or more
stopovers in Québec ports. Québec City and Montréal remain the great classics, but, over the past 11 years,
diversification in stopover venues has emerged due to ongoing efforts by various stakeholders promoting
other markets such as Saguenay, Gaspésie and Trois-Rivières. In 2008, three ports (Montréal, Québec and
Saguenay) shared the 84 stopovers recorded that year while in 2017, the nine main designated stopovers in
Québec received a total of 266 visits.

Ships flying foreign colours, of all origins, with Québec ports as destinations only. A stopover represents a stop in a port, regardless of the time
spent docked there.
8
Including the Old Port.
7
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Table 2 – Breakdown of stopovers in Québec ports, 2007-2017

Sources: INNAV, IMAR

In 2012, Trois-Rivières was the latest port to join the offer of regular stopovers for foreign-flagged ships.
Table 3 – Change in the number of passengers and crew members
in Québec ports (2007-2016)*

*Official data for 2017 not available

Source: Cruise the St. Lawrence Association

Like the number of stopovers, the number of cruise passengers has shown an overall upward trend in recent
years (2007-2016). Taking into account both passengers and crew members, about 350 000 people stopped
over in Québec ports in 2016. For 2017, the Cruise the Saint Lawrence Association anticipates an almost-25%
increase from 2016 for 436 000 people (311 000 passengers and 125 000 crew members).
The key challenge for ports wishing to develop a cruise industry is to be able to offer a stopover that can fit
into a defined service being offered. A classic route includes a departure from the US Eastern seaboard with
Montréal or Québec City as a destination and then a return to the port of departure. Holland America Line,
a ship operator that is very active in Eastern Canada, offers several variants on this typical itinerary. For the
period 2007-2016, one of its ships, the MAASDAM, posted the highest number of stopovers on Eastern Canada.
9

This vessel regularly offers 7-to-14-day cruises on the East Coast and the St. Lawrence River, involving the
following Canadian ports: Halifax, Sydney, Charlottetown, Québec and Montréal. For the 2018 season, as of
April 18, Holland America will offer the first departure of the MS VEENDAM from Florida to these two Québec
stopovers, arriving in Montréal on May 5.
National fleet
Primarily composed of cruise-tour boats, the Canadian fleet navigating the St. Lawrence River includes two
ships offering a service comparable to foreign vessels. They are the CANADIAN EMPRESS (averaging 58
stopovers/year in 2007-2017), which offers cruises between Québec City and Kingston with stopovers in TroisRivières and Montréal, and the CTMA VACANCIER (averaging 65 stopovers/year in 2007-2017) which, in the
summer seasons, offers cruises between Montréal and the Magdalen Islands.
Two other ships, whose main mission is to transport supplies and provide ferry services, offer accommodation
facilities for an amateur adventure tourism clientele. They are the CTMA VOYAGEUR, currently active primarily
on the Matane-Magdalen Islands route, and the BELLA DESGAGNÉS, which provides regular ferry service to
the North Shore from Rimouski.
In the 2018 season, the services offered by Canadian vessels will be enhanced by Croisières Jacques Cartier’s
vessel, the MV JACQUES CARTIER, which will offer active cruises on the St. Lawrence, Saguenay and Great
Lakes. With an adventure cruise-like approach, this new vessel will offer passengers an opportunity to discover
certain Québec stopovers from a different angle. Through its choice of stopovers, this operator has positioned
itself in an axis (Great Lakes/St. Lawrence River) that constitutes an interesting potential market for cruise
development in Québec.
Some of the ships that made stopovers in the 2017 season:
PEARL MIST

Source: https://www.pearlseacruises.com/pearl-mist
Flag:
Marshall Islands
No. of passengers:
214
Crew:
60
Launched (year):
2009
Overall length:
100,5 m
Stopovers in Québec in 2017: Montréal, Québec City, Saguenay, Baie-Comeau, Gaspé, Cap-aux-Meules
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VEENDAM

Source:
https://www.hollandamerica.com/pageByName/Resp.action?requestPage=ships_msVeendam&showHeader=true
Flag:
Bahamas
No. of passengers:
1719
Crew:
561
Launched (year):
1996
Overall length:
219,3 m
Stopovers in Québec in 2017: Montréal, Québec City, Saguenay

SEABOURN QUEST

Source : https://www.seabourn.com/luxury-cruise-vacation-onboard/Quest?legacy=true
Flag:
No. of passengers:
Crew:
Launched (year):
Overall length:
Stopovers in Québec in 2017:

Bahamas
462
330
2011
198 m
Montréal, Trois-Rivières, Québec City, Saguenay, Baie-Comeau, Gaspé, Capaux-Meules

11

NORWEGIAN DAWN

Source: https://www.ncl.com/ca/en/cruise-ship/dawn
Flag:
No. of passengers:
Crew:
Launched (year):
Overall length:
Stopovers in Québec in 2017:

Bahamas
2340
1318
2002 (renovated in 2016)
294 m
Québec City, Saguenay
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