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2017 FEDERAL BUDGET 
HIGHLIGHTS – MARITIIME INDUSTRY 

 

Chapter 2: Communities built for change 

Creating Canada’s clean growth economy (p. 120) 

To advance Canada’s efforts to build a clean economy, Budget 2017 lays out the Government’s 

plan to invest $21.9 billion in green infrastructure, including initiatives that will support the 

implementation of the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. 

Investments to support Canada’s transition to a clean economy will flow through three distinct 

streams:  

 Bilateral agreements: $9.2 billion will be provided to provinces and territories over the 

next 11 years, on a base plus per capita allocation basis, to support priority projects, 

including those that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, deliver clean water, safely manage 

wastewater, help communities prepare for challenges that result from climate change, 

and help build cleaner, better-connected electricity systems.  

 The Canada Infrastructure Bank: At least $5 billion will be available over the next 11 years 

for green infrastructure projects, including those that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

deliver clean air and safe water systems, and promote renewable power.  

 An additional $2.8 billion will be invested over the next 11 years through a series of 

national programs. 

 $100 million to support next generation smart grid, storage and clean electricity 

technology demonstration projects. 

 $200 million to support the deployment of emerging renewable energy technologies 

nearing commercialization.  

 $220 million to reduce the reliance of rural and remote communities south of the 60th 

parallel on diesel fuel, and support the use of more sustainable, renewable power 

solutions. 

 

Protecting Canada's Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems (p. 125) 

The Budget 2017 proposes to develop water protection measures in co-operation with provincial, 

territorial and Indigenous partners. This includes introducing measures to protect 17 per cent of 

land and inland waters, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine waters, by addressing the persistent 

and growing threat of aquatic invasive species and toxic and nuisance algae, and focusing on 

preserving Canada’s precious freshwater resources. 

 

To prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive species, respond rapidly to the detection of new 

species, and manage the spread of already established aquatic invasive species, Budget 2017 
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proposes to provide $43.8 million over five years, starting in 2017–18, to Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada to continue and expand aquatic invasive species programming.  

 

 

A More Energy Efficient Transportation Sector (p. 128) 

 

In 2014, Canada’s transportation sector accounted for nearly a quarter of Canada’s greenhouse 

gas emissions. To help reduce these emissions, Budget 2017 proposes to develop greenhouse gas 

regulations in the marine, rail, aviation and vehicle sectors. These efforts will be led by Transport 

Canada, with a proposed investment of $56.9 million over four years, starting in 2018–19. Budget 

2017 also proposes to provide $17.2 million over five years, starting in 2017–18, to Environment 

and Climate Change Canada and Transport Canada to develop and implement heavy-duty vehicle 

retrofit and off-road regulations, as well as a clean fuel standard to reduce emissions from fuels 

used in transportation, building and industrial sectors. 

 

 

Delivering better transportation to support trade (p. 138) 

As announced in the 2016 Fall Economic Statement, the Government will invest $10.1 billion over 

11 years in trade and transportation projects. This investment will build stronger, more efficient 

transportation corridors to international markets and help Canadian businesses compete, grow 

and create more jobs for Canada’s middle class (…). 

The Trade and Transportation Corridors Initiative includes the following: a National Trade 

Corridors Fund; a Trade and Transportation Information System; measures to enable the 

modernization of Canada’s transportation system; the Oceans Protection Plan; and funding to 

undertake climate risk assessments and address the requirements of existing federally funded 

transportation assets (VIA Rail Canada Inc., Marine Atlantic Inc. and Eastern Atlantic ferries). 

 

National Trade Corridor Fund (p. 139) 

To address urgent capacity constraints and freight bottlenecks at major ports of entry, and to 

better connect the rail and highway infrastructure that delivers economic growth across Canada, 

the Government proposes to establish a new National Trade Corridors Fund.  

Investments will target congestion and inefficiencies at marine ports such as Vancouver (vital to 

expanding Canada’s trade with Asia) and Montréal (critical to the success of Canada’s 

Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement with the European Union), as well as along the 

busiest rail and highway corridors around the Greater Toronto Area and other urban centres 

across the country. Budget 2017 proposes to provide $2 billion over 11 years to support the Fund’s 
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activities. At least an additional $5 billion will be provided through the Canada Infrastructure Bank 

to address trade and transportation priorities.  

In addition to identifying priority investments that will help streamline transportation along 

Canada’s major trade corridors, the Fund will look for ways to improve the flow of supplies to 

northern communities, unlock economic development in Canada’s three territories, and create 

good, middle class jobs.  

 

Trade and transportation information system 

To make smart decisions, government and the private sector alike need access to high-quality, 

timely and accessible data and analysis. To support this measure, Budget 2017 proposes to 

provide $50 million over 11 years to Transport Canada to launch a Trade and Transportation 

Information System. 

Source: http://www.budget.gc.ca/2017/docs/plan/budget-2017-en.pdf    
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