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2. THE QUÉBEC ECONOMIC PLAN  

The Québec Economic Plan contains several measures to support the economy and boost job 

creation. Initiatives designed to drive economic growth are already under way. 

 — Actions have been taken to stimulate private investment, particularly in conjunction with the 

Maritime Strategy and the Plan Nord.  

In addition, the first tax relief initiatives for individuals took effect as of January 2016, in 

particular through immediate reduction of the health contribution, the introduction of a tax 

shield and the enhancement of work incentives for experienced workers.  

At the same time, the government is maintaining a high level of public capital investments under 

the Québec Infrastructure Plan.  

Using the right levers to support collective wealth and consolidate Québec’s social safety net. 

The Québec Economic Plan 2016-20172 proposes additional initiatives to:  

— support individuals and families;  

— stimulate economic development. 

 

8.8 The Maritime Strategy: a regional development driver  

The Maritime Strategy, unveiled on June 29, 2015, is a major economic project for Québec. As 

such, the government allocated an envelope of more than $1.5 billion to implement its first 

2015-2020 action plan.  

— The objectives of this plan are to stimulate sustainable growth of Québec’s maritime 

economy and encourage the creation of quality jobs in all Québec regions.  

The Maritime Strategy is expected to generate some $9 billion in investments by 2030 and 

create upwards of 30 000 direct jobs across the territory.  

A number of initiatives are already underway. This past year, the government stepped up its 

efforts to fully and sustainably leverage Québec’s maritime potential. In this regard, the 

government:  

— created, in June 2015, the Secrétariat aux affaires maritimes, tasked with coordinating and 

ensuring the government’s maritime initiatives dovetail with each other in order to maximize 

the benefits derived;  
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— made over $45 million available to encourage business investments;  

— created 16 industrial port zones in 10 cities, including Trois-Rivières, Bécancour, Port-Cartier 

and Saguenay, for which a $300-million envelope was confirmed on March 3, 2016.  

To further stimulate the maritime economy, Budget 2016-2017 is adding close to $10 million 

over five years to the amounts already announced, for:  

— the maintenance of the Coriolis II oceanography research vessel;  

— the construction of a temporary boardwalk in Percé in summer 2016 and for a study to find a 

permanent solution;  

— project funding for the Interdisciplinary Centre for the Development of Ocean Mapping 

Centre;  

— the fight against aquatic invasive species, including the Asian carp;  

— for studies and work in connection with deployment of the Maritime Strategy. 

 

 

 

8.8.1 Coriolis II oceanography research vessel  
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The property of a consortium of Québec universities, the Coriolis II oceanography research 

vessel is a key research platform for data acquisition and studies on the Estuary and the Gulf of 

Saint Lawrence.  

— The Coriolis II has already been used by twelve universities from five Canadian provinces and 

is often chartered by the Canadian private sector.  

— It has also been used for international missions in collaboration with researchers from France, 

the U.S., Norway and Argentina.  

The vessel is subject to numerous regulations issued by Transport Canada and classification 

societies.  

Therefore, to ensure the vessel remains seaworthy and compliant with regulations, Budget 

2016-2017 is allocating $6.2 million for its maintenance.  

— This assistance will enable the vessel to remain operational and contribute to the 

advancement of oceanography and research on aquatic resources, ecosystem health and marine 

biotechnology, particularly on the Estuary and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence.  

Additional appropriations of $1.1 million in 2016-2017 and 2017-2018, $1.2 million in 2018-2019 

and $1.4 million in 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 will be allocated to the Ministère de l’Économie, 

de la Science et de l’Innovation. The amounts required for 2016-2017 will be paid out of the 

Contingency Fund. 

8.8.2 Construction of a temporary boardwalk in Percé and a study on finding a permanent 

solution 

At the core of Percé’s tourism industry, the boardwalk on the Anse du Sud coast draws over 400 

000 visitors each year and is one of the region’s top attractions.  

The boardwalk has repeatedly suffered weather damage over the last two decades, and 

maintenance work is no longer enough to ensure its stability.  

Before starting to rebuild a permanent boardwalk, the City of Percé would like to erect a 

temporary boardwalk that could be dismantled at the end of the 2016 tourist season and 

ultimately be used for other purposes. 

— A study on the various design options will be carried out in the next year.  

To support the City of Percé, $0.4 million will be earmarked for the temporary boardwalk and 

the study leading to a decision on the coastline’s development. To this end, additional 

appropriations of $0.4 million in 2016-2017 will be allocated to the Ministère des Affaires 

municipales et de l’Occupation du territoire. The amounts will be paid out of the Contingency 

Fund. 
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8.8.3 Project funding for the Interdisciplinary Centre for the Development of Ocean Mapping  

Created in 2002, the Interdisciplinary Centre for the Development of Ocean Mapping Centre is a 

not-for-profit marine geomatics research and development organization dedicated to the 

enhancement of state-of-the-art technology for marine geospatial data acquisition, 

management and graphic representation. Aside from its research and development activities, 

the Centre sets itself apart through the support services it offers businesses, particularly:  

— support for the acquisition and interpretation of high-density data for the modelling and 

prevention of climate change impacts on coastlines;  

— technological support for the identification and characterization of aquaculture sites;  

— the development of technologies and methodologies to support the characterization, 

inspection and monitoring of marine infrastructures.  

To ensure the advancement of knowledge in the maritime and marine fields, Budget 2016-2017 

is providing $0.5 million in funding over three years for the Interdisciplinary Centre for the 

Development of Ocean Mapping. Additional appropriations of $0.1 million in 2016-2017 and 
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$0.2 million in 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 will be allocated to the Ministère de l’Économie, de la 

Science et de l’Innovation. The amounts for 2016-2017 will be paid out of the Contingency Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.8.4 Fight against aquatic invasive species, including the Asian carp  

The Maritime Strategy action plan sets out specific actions designed to develop an approach 

that will enable Québec to adequately manage the threat posed by the Asian carp in particular.  

As such, Budget 2016-2017 earmarks $1.7 million over three years to be used to prepare an 

action plan that will include: 

 — analyzing the risks for Québec and possible management and mitigation measures;  

— developing Asian carp expertise as it relates to Québec’s reality and setting up monitoring 

specifically for this species;  

— strengthening ties with the partners concerned, particularly the governments of Canada, 

Ontario and the U.S. states in the Great Lakes region.  

Additional appropriations of $0.3 million in 2016-2017 and $0.7 million in 2017-2018 and 2018-

2019 will allocated to the Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs to prepare the action 

plan. The amounts required for 2016-2017 will be paid out of the Contingency Fund. 
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8.8.5 Studies and work in connection with the deployment of the Maritime Strategy  

The availability of reliable, up-to-date strategic information is essential to supporting the 

implementation and monitoring of the Maritime Strategy. This information is obtained, in 

particular, from economic studies.  

To this end, Budget 2016-2017 is earmarking $0.8 million for the Secrétariat aux affaires 

maritimes. More specifically, the additional funding will allow to carry out studies on:  

— the socio-economic characterization of the marine biotechnology sector in Québec;  

— diagnosis regarding the fit betweeen workforce training, skills and needs in the maritime 

sector.  

Additional appropriations of $0.8 million in 2016-2017 will be allocated to the Ministère du 

Conseil exécutif. The amounts required for 2016-2017 will be paid out of the Contingency Fund. 
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Source: http://www.budget.finances.gouv.qc.ca/budget/2016-

2017/en/documents/EconomicPlan.pdf  

http://www.budget.finances.gouv.qc.ca/budget/2016-2017/en/documents/EconomicPlan.pdf
http://www.budget.finances.gouv.qc.ca/budget/2016-2017/en/documents/EconomicPlan.pdf

