
October 27, 2015 will mark the 15th edition of Québec Marine Day, organized by the St. Lawrence Economic Development 
Council (SODES) and the St. Lawrence Shipoperators. This annual event, recognized by Québec government Order-in-Council, 
allows marine industry representatives to meet with the elected Members of the National Assembly of Québec to inform them 
about key current issues.

This year’s Québec Marine Day theme is “Transporting safely and securely.’’ In a context in which the public, the media and 
stakeholders from various sectors frequently raise questions related to transport security, it is crucial that the industry and 
parliamentarians discuss existing and planned measures linked to marine-sector operations.

To highlight this important meeting between the industry and elected officials, this special newsletter contains messages from 
Québec Premier Philippe Couillard and Québec Minister for Transport and the Implementation of the Maritime Strategy Jean 
D’Amour.

Premier’s message
For 15 years now, Québec Marine Day has been a unique opportunity for the marine industry to meet with 
elected representatives and industry partners to talk about the issues facing this burgeoning sector. 

This year, this ever-popular event is especially important for my Government, given that we launched the 
first Maritime Strategy in Québec history a few months ago. Ambitious yet realistic, this strategy seeks to 
promote the sustainable growth of Québec’s maritime economy and encourage job creation across Québec. 
We estimate that, by the year 2030, 30,000 direct jobs will have been created throughout Québec in the 
tourism, fishing, logistics, research and shipping sectors.  

I firmly believe that Québec must take advantage of its strategic geographic location to become the gateway 
to the major markets of northeastern North America. I was able to present our Maritime Strategy in Asia, Eu-
rope and the United States and to discuss current and future maritime issues with various stakeholders. I can 

assure you that the strategy met with keen interest abroad. 

As you know, the marine and port industry is constantly evolving and faces a number of economic, social and environmental 
challenges. However, the players comprising this sector in Québec have made it dynamic and determined to succeed…an industry 
that can be proud of its accomplishments and its plans for the future. Together, we have developed this far-reaching project, whose 
spinoffs will benefit all Québec regions.

I would like to thank the Québec Marine Day organizers and all marine-sector players for their commitment and enthusiasm. I wish 
all participants lively, enriching discussions on this year’s theme “Transporting safely and securely”. 

Philippe Couillard
Premier of Quebec
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Message from the Minister for Transport and the 
Implementation of the Maritime Strategy

I am honoured to participate in the 15th edition of Québec Marine Day in the presence of partners who are 
crucial to the marine sector’s vitality. Thank you to the St. Lawrence Economic Development Council (SODES) 
and the St. Lawrence Shipoperators, who organized this activity, for their invitation. 

On June 29, our Government launched the Québec Maritime Strategy. I am proud of this ambitious vision—
which we developed with the collaboration of marine-sector stakeholders—and its current implementation 
throughout Québec. 

The Strategy reflects sustainable development principles as they apply to marine transport-related security. 
This year’s Québec Marine Day theme, Transporting safely and securely, gives marine industry players and 
Members of the National Assembly the opportunity to discuss one of the main issues linked to marine acti-
vity.  

Marine navigation in Canada is renowned for being safe and meets the strictest international security requirements. We are com-
mitted to improving risk management associated with the transport of hazardous materials and hydrocarbons in Québec’s maritime 
territory. I am very pleased to note that this is also a priority for the industry. 

Our commitment translates into a wide range of actions, including support for research, knowledge acquisition and the develop-
ment of tools to underpin municipal and government expertise and decision-making. We are ensuring that Québec’s maritime 
territory is used responsibly, as it constitutes a source of wealth for all Quebeckers. 

Today, we are more determined than ever before to work with you to develop our maritime economy. 

I wish you thought-provoking discussions throughout this 15th Québec Marine Day and thank you for your presence.

Jean D’Amour
Minister for Transport 

and the Implementation of the Maritime Strategy
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