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President’s message
A special evening to celebrate our 30th anniversary

T

he St. Lawrence Economic Development Council
(SODES) is proud to be celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. To do so “in style”, we are planning a
festive gathering. Our members and partners are invited
to mark the evening of November 19 on their calendars so
that we can all celebrate.
We have reserved Espace 400e in Quebec City for the occasion. This location offers a great view of the city, the Louise
Basin and the port...in short, a very maritime environment
where we can enjoy getting together.
In addition to a cocktail party and dinner, the evening will
feature comedian Guy Nantel performing his most popular monologues. Renowned for his analyses of political
and economic current events, he will, no doubt, provide
enjoyable entertainment for our guests.
We will also take this opportunity to present certain
SODES members with “loyalty plaques” to acknowledge
their long-term membership and support.
A special 30th anniversary sponsorship program has also
been developed. I encourage you to contact us for further

information on the categories available and to offer your
financial support.
Created in 1985, SODES has spearheaded many projects
over the years, rallying companies and partners from different walks of life, and is well-known for its representativeness.
Thank you for your loyalty. We look forward to seeing you
on November 19.
Nicole Trépanier
President

UPCOMING EVENTS
Luncheon conference in Montreal on October 6, 2015
As part of the current federal election campaign, SODES will welcome representatives of the main parties
running in Ville-Marie – Sud-Ouest – Île-des-Sœurs. Each candidate will have previously received questions
regarding the main issues of concern to the marine industry. Contributing $2.3 billion to Quebec’s GDP, 27 000
jobs on land and at sea and more than $680 million in government revenues, the marine industry plays an
essential role in Quebec’s economic prosperity. This is a terrific opportunity to hear the parties’ proposals and
how they intend to respond to the industry’s issues.

Candidates confirmed to date:
• Allison Turner, New Democratic Party
• Marc Miller, Liberal Party of Canada
• Chantal St-Onge, Bloc Québécois

Candidate invited, but not yet confirmed:
• Steve Shanahan, Conservative Party of Canada
When: October 6, 2015
Where: InterContinental Hotel, 360 Saint-Antoine Street West, Montreal, Quebec, H2Y 3X4
Cost: Members - 85$ (without taxes), Non-members: 125$ (without taxes)
SODES is looking for sponsors interested in being associated with this event. To indicate your interest, please
consult our sponsoring program or contact Laurie Grenier at 418-648-4572, ext. 201.

SODES 30th anniversary
SODES is proud to be celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. This event will be held on November 19 at the
Espace 400e in Quebec City. In addition to a cocktail party and dinner, the evening will feature comedian Guy
Nantel performing his most popular monologues.

Thanks to our gold sponsor:

Quebec Marine Day:
Annual meeting between marine industry and elected officials

The 15th edition of Quebec Marine Day (QMD), the annual meeting between the maritime industry and the
National Assembly’s elected officials, will be held on October 27 under the banner ‘’Transporting safely and
securely’’.
At a time when the public, the media and stakeholders from various sectors are raising issues related to cargo
transportation safety, it is crucial that the industry meet with Quebec’s elected officials to inform them of existing and planned safety measures for shipping-related operations.
Quebec Marine Day will finish with a cocktail reception at the Le Parlementaire restaurant. Productive in terms
of meetings and discussions, this evening activity is an ideal opportunity for networking with the maritime
community. See you there!
In 2002, Quebec Marine Day was officially recognized by a Quebec government Order-in-Council. Organized
by St. Lawrence Shipoperators and SODES, the event is designed primarily to make elected officials aware of
the marine industry’s main issues so that the industry remains competitive and continues to serve Quebecers’
interests.
The QMD is reserved exclusively for SODES and St. Lawrence Shipoperators members.
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SODES INTERVIEWS
Gaétan Morin,
President and CEO, Fonds de solidarité FTQ
Gaétan Morin has worked at the Fonds de solidarité FTQ since 1989. Prior to his position as Executive Vice-President, Corporate Development and Investment, he held the following positions, successively: Financial Adviser, Portfolio Manager,
Director of Investments, and Senior Vice-President, Natural Resources and Consumer Goods.
Well respected as a manager by Québec’s business community, Gaétan Morin has sat on the boards of several public and
private government corporations, including the boards of the Quebec Mineral Exploration Association and the Fondation
de l’Université du Québec à Montréal. He is currently a member of the Board of Directors of the Fondation de l’entrepreneurship and the SSQ Groupe financier. Gaétan Morin holds a master’s degree in economic geology from the Université du
Québec à Montréal (UQAM); he also completed undergraduate studies in finance and geology. In 2005, he was awarded the Prix Mérite
Ressources by the Ordre des géologues du Québec.

What should we know about the Fonds de solidarité FTQ investor. Patient, because the Fonds makes long time inthat the general public doesn’t know?
vestments to support economic development, and flexible
because it offers non-guaranteed capital. For SODES memThe Fonds de solidarité FTQ is not a financial institution like bers seeking to finance their projects related to logistics
the others. With the retirement savings of its 600,000 Que- centers, the Fonds is more than a financial institution. It
bec shareholders, the Fonds de solidarité FTQ is a patient is also a partner for a long-term growth. Also, we provide
and flexible investor for entrepreneurs contributing to the a non-financial support to our partner companies with a
Quebec’s economic development. We have a long-term team specializing in the transport sector that includes
vision that promotes and facilitates promising projects for investment advisors, market specialist and our business
Quebec’s future, as well as creating and maintaining jobs. network.
With a net asset of $11.1 MM, with 2 550 partner companies in which the Fonds has invested and an expertise de- The Fonds FTQ has just become a SODES member. What
veloped over more than 30 years in every economic sector, does it mean to you to be a SODES member?
the Fonds is spearheading tomorrow’s economy.
If we wish that the marine industry plays a key role, all the
stakeholders must work together and SODES is the forum
The Fonds FTQ has recently announced investments in the that brings them all together. As a Maritime Strategy partner, it is essential that the Fonds FTQ sits at the table. It is
Quebec’s maritime sector. Why the sudden interest?
now in a better position to meet the entrepreneurs’ needs
The Fonds has been investing in this sector for a long time. and participate to their development.
For more than 30 years, the Fonds and its network of Fonds
régionaux (regional funds) have invested $381 millions in
Do you have a particular message for our members?
the transportation sector. Our current portfolio includes 17
partner companies with 8 198 jobs here in Quebec, incluNature has given the Quebec province a competitive adding the Fonds’ recent participation to the consortium that
vantage: the St. Lawrence River. It is an exceptional trade
has acquired Montreal Gateway Partnership from an Amecorridor that is at the center of the Quebec of tomorrow’s
rican investment fund. Due to our involvement in the sececonomy. Together, we must ensure that the entrepretor, the government has chosen the Fonds as a Maritime
neurs from anywhere in Quebec, not only those located
Strategy key partner.
along the St. Lawrence River, have the necessary tools to
fully enjoy the business opportunities. The Fonds’ support
The Fonds will be involved in the Maritime Strategy imple- to the government’s Maritime Strategy and the projects
mentation, especially regarding the logistics centers. How related to the logistics centers shows its commitment to
developing these tools.
can SODES members benefit from this involvement?
According to its mission, the Fonds is a patient and flexible

SODES FILES
SODES welcomes new members
SODES is pleased to welcome three new members: CargoM, Fonds de solidarité FTQ, Delom Services and Pesca Environnement
CargoM
CargoM’s mission is to bring together all Greater Montreal area logistics and freight players whose
activities promote Montreal as a transportation hub, using common goals and concerted action to
increase cohesion, competitiveness, growth and expansion. Over a 10-year horizon, CargoM’s vision
is to make Greater Montreal a recognized multimodal platform sought after for its operational and
environmental performance, contribution to its business partners’ competitiveness and economic
development of the metropolitan area and Quebec as a whole.
www.cargo-montreal.ca
Fonds de solidarité FTQ
The Fonds de solidarité FTQ helps drive our economy. With net assets of $11.1 billion at May
31, 2015, the Fonds is a development capital fund that channels Quebecers’ savings into
investments in all sectors of the economy to help create and maintain jobs and promote
Quebec’s growth. The Fonds de solidarité FTQ partners more than 2550 companies, directly or through its network
members. With 610 605 shareholder-savers, the Fonds helps create, maintain and protect more than 172 000 jobs.
www.fondsftq.com
Delom Services
For over 50 years, Delom Services has provided expertise in repair, reliability and distribution of electro-mechanical
rotating equipment in all industrial markets: processing, mining, oil and marine. Delom Services meets the
needs of port facilities and shipping along the St. Lawrence River and Great Lakes 24/7, regardless of the
location. Delom Services is a one-stop shop for all electromechanical needs. Its services include: vibration
analysis, electrical and mechanical predictive tests, on-board or in-shop repairs, machining, winding, installation and dismantling. www.delomservices.com
Pesca Environnement
PESCA Environnement has distinguished itself for 25 years by its integrity and the quality of
its services when assisting its clients in their projects’ development. Its multidisciplinary team
of 60 professionals consists of biologists, engineers, forest engineers, urbanists, geomaticians
and project managers. PESCA Environnement carries out environmental impact assessments,
site characterizations as well as floristic and wildlife inventories, and works with its clients on establishing effective
communication towards the stakeholders. The Pescadians’ expertise contributes to the success of energy and industrial
projects in aquatic, marine and terrestrial environments as well as land-use planning projects. www.pescaenvironnement.com
PESCA Environnement is a team that:
•
•
•
•

combines several separate disciplines and is led by a biologist having more than 30 years experience;
is agile, innovative and dedicated to your projects;
determines effective verification processes for the strategic steps;
is able to assist its clients in the preparation of the communications with the interest groups, the government
departments, the citizens and the media.

SODES supports the Monique-Fitz-Back Foundation
SODES has reconfirmed its financial support for the Monique-Fitz-Back Foundation with a two-year commitment. This funding will help promote the Mon fleuve et moi edukit through a drawing contest and the Brought
to you by ship game, developed by SODES and CREO on the www.gameforscience.com platform.
Mon fleuve et moi is an educational project designed to get youngsters interested in the St. Lawrence River,
provide information and make them aware of the issues surrounding its protection, development and promotion, through an edukit and a drawing contest for elementary, secondary and college students throughout
Quebec. The winning drawings will be exhibited for one year in various places near the River: on board the
Société des traversiers du Québec’s ferries and on Quebec City’s Promenade Samuel-De Champlain.

Mural on a STQ ferry:

2015 Desgagnés Montreal-Quebec City kayak challenge:
a great success!
The 2015 Desgagnés Montreal-Quebec City kayak challenge helped Jeunes musiciens
du monde (JMM) raise about $90 000. More than 140 kayakers participated, including
singer and spokesperson Yann Perreau. This fundraising activity consisted of travelling
on the St. Lawrence from Montreal to Quebec City in a sea kayak within four days. JMM’s
mission is to enable youngsters from at-risk environments to develop their abilities and
follow their dreams by offering free music classes, activities involving musical expression and personalized coaching. SODES was a proud partner of the event.

Laurie Grenier back from maternity leave
SODES is pleased to announce that Communications Coordinator Laurie Grenier has returned from maternity
leave, after giving birth to a little girl named Jasmine. The SODES team is happy to welcome her back.

SODES at Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Governors and Premiers
Leadership Summit
Sodes President Nicole Trépanier attended the Leadership Summit of the
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Governors and Premiers held in Quebec City
in June under the theme “Connecting Across Borders”. Quebec Premier
Philippe Couillard was on hand to present the Quebec Maritime Strategy,
among other things.
The Council of Great Lakes Governors comprises the governors of the eight
Great Lakes States and the Premiers of Quebec and Ontario. This forum
seeks to build consensus on regional action in response to common issues.

Photo (from left to right): Adam Schlicht (Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation), Jean Aubry-Morin (The St. Lawrence Seaway Management
Corporation), Marc Gagnon (Fednav), Steve Fisher (American Great Lakes Ports
Association), Craig Middlebrook (Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation, Paul LaMarre (Port de Monroe), Betty Sutton (Saint Lawrence Seaway
Development Corporation)

SODES at Eureka! Festival: a record year
SODES manned a tent in collaboration with CREO at the 9th Eureka! Festival held in Montreal’s Old Port on
June 12-14. The SODES team introduced the game Brought to you by ship, developed on the www.gameforscience.com platform, in addition to promoting the marine industry through various activities.
This year, Eureka!, a science festival targeting youngsters, posted a record performance with more than 107 000 visitors. In SODES’ tent, more than 500 players began
the Brought to you by ship tutorial quest.
Highlights:
• 107 989 visitors, including 4545 students on Friday, enjoyed the festival’s activities
• Attendance was up 22% from 2014
• Record attendance
• The busiest Sunday in the festival’s history (43 932 visitors)
• The 2nd busiest Saturday in the festival’s history
• A sharp increase on Friday from 2014 (+47%) despite the unpredictable weather

MTQ NEWS
Shore power connection – Port of Quebec and Port of Montreal
On July 31, 2015, Quebec Minister of Transport Robert Poëti and Quebec Minister for Transport and the Implementation of the Maritime Strategy Jean d’Amour announced that they were awarding $3 million in financial
assistance to the Port of Montreal and the Port of Quebec for the installation of shore power connection systems for cruise ships.
The cost of the Port of Montreal project is $11 million, and the project’s financing package is completed by
assistance from the federal government and the Montreal Port Authority. The project will make it possible to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3127 tons of CO2 equivalent annually.
The cost of the Port of Quebec project is $13.5 million. The federal government, Quebec’s Ministère du Tourisme and the Quebec Port Authority are also contributing to the project, which will make it possible to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 5307 tons of CO2 equivalent annually.
The assistance granted by the Ministère des Transports comes from its marine, air and rail transport efficiency
assistance program (PETMAF), which is financed by the Green Fund.

INDUSTRY NEWS
Federal Marine Terminals
invests in Port of
Indiana-Burns Harbor
Federal Marine Terminals is investing $1.3 million in its operations at the deepwater port in
Portage, Indiana said Vice-President of Operations Keith Flagg. Federal Marine Terminal,
which serves 12 ports on the East Coast, Gulf
Coast and Great Lakes, just marked its 50th year.
Read more

Caisse de dépôt invests $69.1
million in Logistec
The Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec said
Wednesday it has invested $69.1 million in Montreal-based Logistec Corporation, for a 12.1%
stake in the company.
Read more

GNL Québec gets its first
permit
The National Energy Board has granted GNL Québec the exportation permit required for construction of a natural gas liquefaction plant at the
Grande-Anse Port in Saguenay—a $7.5-billion
project.
Read more

E-navigation: Maritime
Information Portal online
The DFO’s e-Navigation Maritime Information
Portal is now online. Intended primarily for pilots
and the marine industry, the portal focuses on
giving mariners access to the information they
need to prepare their sailing plan, and navigate
safely and more efficiently. It also provides information on marine weather; ice conditions; vessel
traffic services; tides, water levels and currents;
charts and bathymetry; navigation hazards and
notices; and aids to navigation.

Tadoussac innovates with its
Library-Beach
For the past two summers, the municipality of
Tadoussac has hosted Quebec’s first-ever Library-Beach, an initiative of Dany Chartrand created
in 2014. The concept involves a
reading area right on the beach
(complete with beach chairs
and beach umbrellas) overlooPhoto: Dany Chartrand
king the St. Lawrence River.
Read more

Construction of a natural
gas plant in Bécancour greenlighted
The Quebec government has given the go-ahead for
Stolt LNGaz’s project to build and operate a natural
gas liquefaction plant in the Bécancour Waterfront
Industrial Park, as announced on August 24. StoltNielsen’s CEO, Niels Stolt-Nielsen, announced an
investment of nearly $800 million to build and operate the plant, as well as the signing of partnership
agreements with Somavrac and Groupe Desgagnés
for liquefied natural gas (LNG) shipping. Construction work on the
plant is expected to create nearly
200 direct jobs.
Photo: Stolt LNGaz
Read more

Quebec government launches
Bourque project
On September 1, the Quebec government, via Ressources Québec, announced its
intention to invest $3.8 million in
Phase One of Pétrolia’s liquid natural gas exploration program for its
Bourque project near Murdochville in Gaspésie.
Photo: Pétrolia
Read more

Julie Gascon appointed
Assistant Commissionner
Julie Gascon was appointed Assistant Commissioner,
Central and Artic Region, and took up her new duties
with Transport Canada on August 10, 2015.
Read more

THE WORLD OVER...
2nd LNG-powered container ship launched in San Diego
On August 29, TOTE Maritime’s Perla del Caribe, the world’s 2nd LNG-powered containership was christened
at the NASSCO shipyard in San Diego. In April, TOTE Maritime had christened its sister ship, the Isla Bella, the
1st containership to be powered by LNG.
By using LNG, the two vessels will be among the most environment-friendly containerships in the world, reducing their particulate matter and carbon dioxide emissions by 98% and 72% respectively—the equivalent of
taking more than 15 700 cars off the road, according to NASSCO.
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