
June 2015

President’s message

A yeAr of promotion, educAtion And Action

It gives me great pleasure to convene SODES members 
to our annual general meeting (AGM) to be held on 
June 10 in Montréal. As usual, we will be reporting on 

our activities for the past year…variety was certainly the 
watchword!

I am very proud when I look back at all of the work my 
team and I did in 2014-2015. One of the high points of 
our efforts is definitely the marine industry promotional 
campaign. While some qualified our fundraising goal as 
overly ambitious, we actually exceeded the initial target 
amount in only a matter of months. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the members who contributed 
to it for their confidence and generosity. 

Via its promotional campaign, SODES has been able to 
start up educational projects that are already being used 
by school children in Québec and elsewhere. At the same 
time, we have taken action to make the marine sector’s 
contribution to Quebeckers’ daily lives more visible. Mega-
billboards displaying the promotional campaign theme 
(initiated last fall) are currently installed in three Québec 
cities. And, other measures are planned.

To support our communications activities, we have just 
brought our much-improved website online. Its attrac-
tive looks and expanded content are sure to be appre-
ciated by members and collaborators alike. A special 
section is reserved for the Maritime Information Bureau 
(MIB), which will be launched officially after the AGM. The 
coming year promises to be a busy one, and the SODES 
team is looking forward to serving your interests better 
than ever. 

Thank you to our members for their ongoing support!

St .  Lawrence Express

http://www.st-laurent.org/en/
http://www.st-laurent.org/dossiers-et-realisations/plan-strategique/communication-et-promotion


SODES is pleased to invite you to its annual general meeting, followed by a luncheon conference and the offi-
cial launch of its Maritime Information Bureau (MIB) on Wednesday, June 10, 2015 at the Alt Griffintown 
Hotel in Montreal.

Conference: Getting to know the Maritime Information Bureau

SODES is proud to welcome back François Ducharme, who gave a conference last Novem-
ber and has since been working with its team to set up the Maritime Information Bureau 
(MIB). He will discuss the steps leading to the MIB’s creation and explain its outlook for the 
future.  

Speaker: François Ducharme, Chief Operating Officer and Senior Partner, TACT Intelli-
gence-conseil

Speaker’s biography:
One of Quebec’s leading experts in strategic counselling, public affairs and public opinion campaigns, Fran-
çois also has an outstanding track record in crisis management and building social acceptance for projects. 
The credibility he has developed over more than 25 years in the business stems from his ability to tackle issues 
with the ingenuity and critical distance that make all the difference. For years he has enjoyed excellent rela-
tionships with major companies and institutions such as Valero Energy (Ultramar), Gaz Métro, Labatt and Port 
of Québec.

Before founding TACT Intelligence-conseil in fall 2011, he was Vice President and General Manager of HKDP, 
the firm he co-founded in 1986 under the name Ducharme Perron. Before that, he worked as a political assis-
tant in the office of the Premier of Quebec after completing his studies in political science and sociology at 
Université Laval.

François chaired the Board of Trade and Industry of the Metropolitan Québec’s Board of Directors from 1999 to 
2000. He continues to serve as the organization’s Vice President and as a member of its executive committee, 
and also sits on a number of boards of directors.

When: June 10 2015, from11:00 to14:00
Where: Hôtel Alt Griffintown Montréal, 120, Peel street, Montreal (Qc)  H3C 0L8
Cost: Members - $85 (without taxes), Non-members $125 

UPCOMING EVENT

Luncheon conference and miB Launch in montreaL 

http://www.st-laurent.org/en/events/agm-and-luncheon-meeting-in-montreal/
http://www.st-laurent.org/en/become-a-sponsor/


SODES’ INTERVIEWS

Ms. Brochu has been active in the energy industry for more than 25 years. She began her career in 1987 as a financial 
analyst for SOQUIP (Société québécoise d’initiatives pétrolières). She was promoted Vice-President in 1992. In 1997, 
she joined Gaz Métro, as Vice President, Business Development. In 2005, Ms. Brochu was appointed Executive Vice-
President. Since 2007, she has held the position of President and Chief Executive Officer of Gaz Métro.

Ms. Brochu graduated in economics from Université Laval, in Québec City, where she specialized in the energy sector. 
She sits on the Board of Directors of Bank of Montreal, Bell Canada and BCE Inc. Ms. Brochu is involved with Centraide 
of Greater Montreal. She is the Chair of Forces Avenir which promotes students involvement in their communities.  She is cofounder of 
“ruelle de l’avenir”, a project aimed at encouraging students in the Centre-Sud and Hochelaga neighbourhoods of Montréal to remain in 
school. Finally, she sits on the Board of Directors of La Fondation Lucie et André Chagnon.

soPhie Brochu,
President and Chief exeCutive OffiCer, gaz métro

Gaz Metro has reached an agreement with the Socié-
té des traversiers du Québec (STQ) to supply fuel for 
its three new ferries that will be powered by liquefied 
natural gas (LNG). What does this first foray into ma-
ritime transport represent for your company? 

This first contract to supply the STQ with LNG opened 
up a whole new market segment for us. We saw that, 
for some time now, natural gas has been growing in 
popularity as a marine fuel in Europe and elsewhere 
in the world. This historic agreement with the STQ 
confirms the genuine interest of Québec’s maritime 
industry in LNG.
 
With the arrival of its new LNG-powered ferries this 
year, the STQ is marking two important firsts that put 
Québec at the forefront of this movement. First, the 
MV F.-A.-Gauthier, which will ensure the Matane-Baie-
Comeau-Godbout ferry service as of this summer and 
for the next 40 years, is the first LNG-powered ferry 
in North America, and the first LNG-powered ship in 
Canada, cross categories. Two other STQ ferries for 
the service to Tadoussac-Baie-Sainte-Catherine will 
be the first LNG-powered vessels built in Canada, at 
the Davie shipyard in Lévis. 

To innovate, you always need a visionary, a pioneer 
to light the way for an entire industry and act as an 
ambassador. The STQ is one such visionary, very pre-
cious to us to help light the way for the development 
of this new market.   

What potential do you see in terms of your market 
with Québec’s maritime industry, over the next 10 
years or so?

LNG is very relevant for uses that demand high ener-
gy consumption, so it makes perfect sense for the 
biggest fuel consumers such as freighters, ferries, 
tugboats, etc. These niches, amongst others, have a 
great potential for LNG in Québec. Transporters from 
virtually every corner of the world that stop at Qué-
bec ports represent another market that could boost 
demand for LNG. 

There are other factors to consider: the tightening 
of environmental standards and the new Emission 
Control Areas (ECA) around the world, which limit the 
emission rates for nitrogen oxide (NOx) and sulphur 
dioxide (SOx). Since January 2015, the Great Lakes 
St. Lawrence Seaway system has also been subject 
to a controlled emissions area, which will become 
even more restrictive in the coming years. With this 
in mind, shipowners have to assess their options to 
comply with this new reality. Liquefied natural gas 
offers one of the best solutions at the moment, es-
pecially when the renewal of an entire fleet is being 
considered. I think these new regulations were part of 
the STQ’s decision to opt for LNG.  

»



soPhie Brochu,
President and Chief exeCutive OffiCer, gaz métro (CONTINUED)

Do you feel that Québec’s maritime industry is really 
going to choose liquefied natural gas as its marine 
fuel moving forward? Do you think this supply agree-
ment with the STQ is just the beginning or is this a 
one-time deal?

We are confident that other shipowners will follow 
suit.  

Groupe Desgagnés has already placed an order for 
two new LNG-powered asphalt carriers, which they 
should take possession of next year. Our radar tells us 
that most of Québec’s major maritime companies are 
seriously evaluating LNG as a cleaner energy solution. 

Another aspect worth noting, the STQ’s order for new 
vessels fuelled by LNG prompted the Davie shipyard, 
one of Québec’s premier shipyards, to develop its LNG 
expertise to win the construction contract—another 
sign that natural gas will have a growing influence on 
the St. Lawrence Seaway and the Great Lakes in the 
years ahead. 

What other development possibilities do you see for 
LNG in the industrial and services sector, especially on 
the Côte-Nord?

Once the LNG infrastructures are accessible in ports 
across Québec to service the ships, we will be one 
step away from developing the niche market for LNG 

transport by ship, especially to supply coastal indus-
trial regions, like the Côte-Nord, up to the North-of-
Quebec. 

While today tanker trucks continue to be used to deli-
ver LNG to regions that are not served by the existing 
natural gas network, transporting LNG by ship will un-
doubtedly become a reality the day that volume de-
mand and the distance to travel make it worthwhile.   

Gaz Métro has been a member of SODES since 2013. 
What does being a member mean to you?

SODES is a mainstay for those of us who did not start 
out as part of this thriving industry. SODES was a key 
partner that accompanied and guided us through 
every step as we ventured into this new market. And 
SODES is still our benchmark, even today. We can’t 
thank you enough! 



SODES is pleased to welcome two new members: WSP and TACT Intelligence-conseil.

WSP:
WSP and Parsons Brinckerhoff have joined forces to constitute one 
of the world’s leading engineering and professional services consul-
ting firms. Together, we provide services to transform the built envi-
ronment and restore the natural environment. Our expertise ranges 
from environmental remediation to urban planning, engineering ico-
nic buildings, designing sustainable transport networks, developing the energy sources of the future and 
enabling new ways of extracting essential resources. We have approximately 32,000 employees, including 
engineers, technicians, scientists, architects, planners, surveyors, program and construction management 
professionals, and various environmental experts. We have more than 500 offices in 39 countries worldwide.

Port, Maritime and coastal engineering services :

•	 Port and harbour planning
•	 Wharves and mooring facilities
•	 Heavy industrial loading and de-loading equipment for bulk, cargo and containers
•	 Coastal engineering, waterways and hydrodynamic modeling
•	 Rail and road transportation
•	 Building and civil engineering
•	 Electrical engineering (low to high voltage) and telecommunication systems
•	 Project and construction management
•	 Environmental studies, permitting and monitoring
•	 Geotechnical and foundation studies, material testing and quality control
•	 Bathymetric and topographic surveying and underwater inspection

TACT INTELLIGENCE-CONSEIL: 
Founded in September 2011, TACT Intelligence-conseil is the biggest 
entirely Québec-owned communications consulting agency. With of-
fices in Montréal and Québec City, TACT offers services in public rela-
tions and governmental affairs and employs more than 35 experienced 
communications experts.

SODES FILES

sodes weLcomes new memBers



We hereby convene you to the SODES annual general meeting to be held on June 10, 2015 from 11:00 to 11:45 
in the Lime room of the Alt Griffintown Hotel in Montreal, located at 120 Peel Street. 

sodes agm

The new SODES website is online! Its overhaul was designed to make it more 
user-friendly and dynamic, to add features for SODES members and to better 
promote the industry. You can now sign up for SODES events online, by clicking 
on the “Activities and Events” section on the Home page, and pay using Pay-
Pal. The calendar tool, displayed on all of the website’s pages, enables members 
and partners to announce their events. To add your event, simply contact us to 
give us the description of your activity. At the bottom of the home page, two 
blocks of images direct web users to the SODES marine industry promotional 
campaign and the game Brought to You by Ship. Last, but not least, a button 
on the home page, will take internet users to the Maritime Information Bureau 
microsite. 

new-and-imProved sodes weBsite

Founded in 1985, SODES is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. A special event 
will be held in Montréal on November 19, 2015. You will receive further details soon, 
but please save the date!

sodes’ 30th anniversary

The strategic port network task force presented its preliminary report at the Marine Industry Forum’s May 
4 meeting. Chaired by Sylvain Desbiens (Somavrac) and composed of experts from the industry and from 
the MTQ (Québec’s transport department), the task force plans to table its final report in early June. The task 
force’s work was objective and comprehensive, and we are certain that the results will be of great interest. 

PuBLication of the strategic Port network task force rePort

http://www.st-laurent.org/en/
mailto:ariane.charette%40st-laurent.org?subject=


Launched in fall 2014, the marine industry promotional campaign Brought to you by ship - My river, my provider! 
was in full swing this spring, with a second poster offensive, the bringing online of a new version of the game 
Brought to You by Ship, developed on the www.gameforscience.com platform, and the unveiling of the Mon 
fleuve et moi drawing contest mural. 

a “Picturesque” camPaign

Posters 

2nd marine industry PromotionaL camPaign offensive

73 city buses in the Québec City, Saguenay and Trois-
Rivières areas posted the campaign’s colours in an all-out 
effort to make Quebeckers aware of the important role 
the marine industry plays in their daily lives. The campaign 
visuals portray items we use every day—cell phones, bi-
cycles, cars, fruit—and which, contrary to popular belief, are 
brought to us by ship.

video game Brought to you By shiP 

For phase 2 of the Brought to You by Ship video game, the port 
area has been enlarged, more animation and operations have been 
added, and players can now purchase new port terminals and a 
2nd ship (bulker). The game is designed for youngsters in Cycle II 
of elementary school and their teachers and offers teaching guides 
that highlight tie-ins with the Québec government’s education pro-
gram. The game allows youngsters to become captains, leading 
their crews, managing fuel, buying and storing goods. The students 
use their logistics skills to ensure that the cargo arrives in the proper 
port on time, while ensuring that their shipping company makes a 
profit and posts a positive environmental performance.

http://www.gameforscience.com/
http://www.gameforscience.com/


monique-fitz-Back foundation: unveiLing of muraL of drawings By finaLists 
and winners
The Monique-Fitz-Back Foundation has unveiled the mural of drawings done by the finalists and winners of 
the contest that ran in Québec schools this year. The awards ceremony took place on May 9 at the Biophare in 
Sorel-Tracy. Of the 6050 entries, 51 were selected and 10 were designated winners. The drawing contest is 
part of the Mon fleuve et moi educational project designed to bring young people closer to the St. Lawrence, 
providing information and making them aware of the issues surrounding the River’s protection, promotion 
and development. Teachers from the elementary school, secondary school and college levels can encourage 
their students to take part in the contest and discover the St. Lawrence River using an edukit (in French) that 
includes activities designed to tie in with the objectives of Québec’s educational programs. 

The drawings are divided by level (elementary or secondary/college) and category (ships and trades, recrea-
tional activities and nature). Once again, this year, a mural was made from the drawings of the 51 finalists and 
winners. Eight murals will be exhibited for one year (May 2015 to May 2016) at the following locations:

•	 The two Québec City / Lévis ferries
•	 The two Sorel-Tracy / Saint-Ignace-de-Loyola ferries
•	 The two Tadoussac / Baie-Sainte-Catherine ferries
•	 The Aquarium du Québec 
•	 The Promenade Samuel-De Champlain 

2nd marine industry PromotionaL camPaign offensive - 
a “Picturesque” camPaign (CONTINUED)

Winners,  ships and trades category, 
elementary

Xavier Brisson, 7 years old, 
École Gérard-Collin (Témiscouata-sur-le-Lac)

Ryan Tran, 11 years old, 
École Montessori International Montréal (Montreal)

Winners,  ships and trades category, 
secondary/college

Jodie-Anne Penaflorida-Lopez, 17 years old, 
Cégep du Vieux-Montréal (Montreal)

Roxanne Vachon, 15 years old, 
École des Appalaches (Sainte-Justine)

See online 
gallery

http://www.fondationmf.ca/ressources-pedagogiques/trousses-pedagogiques/mon-fleuve-et-moi/trousse-documents-a-telecharger/
http://www.fondationmf.ca/nos-actions/outils-pedagogiques/mon-fleuve-et-moi/concours/galerie-fleuve-2014-2015/
http://www.fondationmf.ca/nos-actions/outils-pedagogiques/mon-fleuve-et-moi/concours/galerie-fleuve-2014-2015/
http://www.fondationmf.ca/nos-actions/outils-pedagogiques/mon-fleuve-et-moi/concours/galerie-fleuve-2014-2015/


Jeunes musiciens du monde (JMM) presents the first edition of the Défi kayak 
Desgagnés Montréal-Québec kayak challenge scheduled to run August 13-16, 
2015. More than 150 kayakers, including artist and spokesperson Yann Perreau, 
will set out to tame the St. Lawrence River by kayak to raise funds for JMM. With 
the help of its main partner, Desgagnés, the Stratégies Saint-Laurent and SODES, 
Jeunes musiciens du monde hopes to make this event an extraordinary human 
experience on the majestic waters of the St. Lawrence. 

JMM’s mission is to enable youngsters from at-risk environments to develop their abilities and follow their 
dreams by offering free music classes, activities involving musical expression and personalized coaching.

défi kayak desgagnés montréaL-quéBec 2015 kayak chaLLenge

Voluntary speed reduction measures to avoid collisions with marine mammals in 
the Saguenay-St-Laurent Marine Park were renewed and are in effect from May 1st 
to October 31st, 2015. These measures apply to merchant vessels and cruise ships 
between Pointe à Boisvert and Cap de la Tête au Chien to prevent collisions with 
whales. (see map below)

See Notice to mariners

voLuntary sPeed reduction measures to Protect marine mammaLs 

sodes at the next LeadershiP summit of the great Lakes and st. 
Lawrence governors and Premiers

SODES President Nicole Trépanier will attend the Leadership Summit of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
Governors and Premiers on June 12-14 in Québec City. Organized by the Council of Great Lakes Governors, 
the Summit will target economic development, transport and the environment and bring together dignita-
ries from Canada and the United States. 

The Council of Great Lakes Governors comprises the governors of the eight Great Lakes States and the Pre-
miers of Québec and Ontario. This forum seeks to build consensus on regional actions to implement to res-
pond to common issues.

http://www.defikayak.org/
http://www.defikayak.org/
https://www.notmar.gc.ca/eng/services/notmar/eastern-pdf/eas05e15.pdf


sodes to sPeak at two events

annuaL meeting of the office of the vice-President, internationaL affairs of 
investissement quéBec

SODES President Nicole Trépanier gave a presentation on the marine industry to the 
professionals of the office of the Vice-President, International Affairs of Investissement 
Québec, at their annual meeting in April. Entitled “The marine industry, an essential 
asset for Québec’s development”, the presentation highlighted the St. Lawrence Ri-
ver’s importance for the economy, profiled Québec’s ports and discussed the Canada-
European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). 

chartered institute of Logistics and transPort (ciLtna) conference

Nicole Trépanier also presented the marine industry promotional campaign as a pa-
nel member at the 14th annual conference of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and 
Transport, in a conference entitled “Headed for 2025: The next decade in transport, 
logistics and supply chains”. The presentation reported on the observations leading 
to the need for a marine industry promotional campaign, the steps taken to date and 
future actions planned.  

Chantal Malo, Senior Vice-
President, International 
Affairs, Investissement Qué-
bec, and Nicole Trépanier, 
President of SODES

sodes at the eureka! festivaL

SODES will be manning a festival tent with CREO at the 9th Eureka! Festi-
val in Montréal on June 12-14, 2015. SODES intends to take this opportu-
nity to introduce the game Brought to you by Ship, in addition to promo-
ting the marine industry as a whole through various activities.



The St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation (SLSMC) received a prestigious award 
from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) for develo-
ping the world’s first Hands-Free Mooring (HFM) system for ships transiting its locks. The 
Promising Innovation in Transport Award is offered by the International Transport Forum 
at the OECD, an intergovernmental organization for the transport sector, with 54 mem-
ber countries. It was presented on May 28 in Leipzig, Germany, during the 2015 Summit 
of Transport Ministers.

The SLSMC will receive the award in the freight category for its pioneering work, with 
the aid of its supplier Cavotec. The St. Lawrence Seaway’s 15 locks lift ships a total of 168 
meters (551 ft.) as they transit from Montreal to Lake Erie. The HFM system employs vacuum pads mounted on 
vertical rails to secure the ship during the lockage process, tracking it as it is raised or lowered, while keeping 
it at a fixed distance from the lock wall.

Source

seaway received Prestigious oecd award

fednav “toPs” in annuaL emPLoyer comPetitions

In 2015, Fednav was recognized by The Gazette as one of Montreal’s Top Employers 
for the fourth consecutive year, and by The Globe and Mail as one of Canada’s Top 
Employers for Young People for the second year running, acknowledgements that 
illustrate the company’s commitment to the employment and development of its 
employees.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Groupe Desgagnés is participating in a cetacean data collection program led by the 
“Marine Mammal Observation Network” (ROMM). In 2015, crew members of 18 of the 
20 vessels of Desgagnés’ fleet will collect data on the whales they encounter in the salt 
waters of Quebec, eastern and northern Canada, enriching the database begun in 1998 and 
supplied by the 20 ROMM observers. In 2014, this non-profit organization dedicated to the 
conservation of St. Lawrence marine mammals started publicly releasing this data on the St. 
Lawrence Global Observatory website www.slgo.ca.

For Desgagnés, this is an excellent opportunity to raise its crew members’ environmental awareness. For the 
ROMM, it is an outstanding opportunity to work hand-in-hand with the marine industry for marine mammal 
conservation. ROMM began training crew members to increase their ability to identify many of the cetacean 
species encountered.

Source

desgagnés and the romm: Partnering to Learn more aBout whaLes

http://www.greatlakes-seaway.com/en/news/press-releases/pr20150522.html
http://www.slgo.ca./fr/
http://www.st-laurent.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/CP_GroupeDesgagnes_ROMM_FR.pdf


On May 25, the brand new giant gates for the Deurganck 
dock locks arrived at the Port of Antwerp on board the heavy 
lift vessel Zhen Hua 15. The new Deurganck lock will facilitate 
the passage of today’s much larger seagoing vessels. 

The four lock doors measure 70 × 11 × 27 m (LxWxH) and 
weigh 2000 tonnes each. The Deurganck lock, the world’s 
biggest, will be the size of a 19-lane highway with each lane 
able to park 28 articulated buses. The depth of 17.80 m will 
make it larger than the current giant–the Berendrecht–which 
is also at the Port of Antwerp and has a depth of 13.5 m. 

giant gates for deurganck Lock reach antwerP

THE WORLD OVER...

TO CONTACT A MEMBER OF OUR TEAM: 

Nicole Trépanier
President
nicole.trépanier@st-laurent.org 
418 648-4572, ext. 200

Mélissa Laliberté
Director, projects et governmental affairs
melissa.laliberte@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 202

Étienne F. Bélanger
Accounting technician
etienne.fbelanger@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 203

Marie-Pier Racine 
Administrative assistant
marie-pier.racine@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 204

Ariane Charette
Communications Coordinator
ariane.charette@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 201
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