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PrEsidEnt’ MEssAGE

SODES announces the publication of the update of the study SLGL Trade Corridor

I am extremely pleased to tell our readers that the updated St. Lawrence–Great Lakes Trade Corridor 
Study has officially been released.

SODES was hoping that this exercise would show a consensus among users on ac-
tions to take to ensure the Trade Corridor’s future while enhancing its competiti-
veness. We truly believe that to do so, we must work together, adopting a common 
front. 

Governance and leadership were among the key stakes identified by all study partici-
pants. Many pointed out that the success of the Asia-Pacific Gateway is due, in large 
part, to joint efforts by the private sector, which took charge of the project locally. 
To ensure similar conditions for success, we must do the same on the St. Lawrence. 

So, SODES intends to create a follow-up committee enabling governance of the Trade 
Corridor to be taken in hand. 

Our goal is to maintain joint efforts and encourage governments to implement a global, structured 
vision of the St. Lawrence-Great Lakes Trade Corridor based on the update’s recommendations. This 
is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to consolidate and enhance the Corridor and make it known.

I would like to point out that, although this study was coordinated by SODES, it was conducted by the 
IBI Group with financial support from Transports Québec and Transport Canada.

 
 
         The President,

Nicole Trépanier,  
président, SODES

St. Lawrence EXPRESS

http://www.st-laurent.org/sites/default/files/publications/etude_corridor_hiver2013_anglais_avec_couvert.pdf
http://www.st-laurent.org/sites/default/files/publications/etude_corridor_hiver2013_anglais_avec_couvert.pdf


sOdEs MEEtinGs And EvEnts

Avril 25, 2013  Board Meeting (Montreal)
June 12, 2013   Board Meeting   - AGM- Luncheon Conference  (Montreal)                                                               
     Guest Speaker : Sophie Brochu, President and Chief Executive Officer    
                                                  Gaz Metro

Mark it on your calendars!

Sylvain Gaudreault at the SODES Québec City luncheon-conference  

SODES hosted a luncheon-conference on February 21 and 
was honoured to welcome guest speaker Sylvain Gaudreault, 
Minister of Transport and Municipal Affairs, Regions and 
Land Occupancy.

His conference “Marine transport: Central to a 21st-century 
vision for transportation” attracted some 100 participants 
and was a resounding success. Minister Gaudreault reitera-
ted his intention to propose a new integrated transportation 
policy, which, he pointed out, would be centred on people’s 
mobility and involve marine transport. He also made a com-

mitment, in the context of the future policy, to highlight the value of marine trans-
port and to promote awareness of its advantages among Quebeckers. 

Furthermore, the Minister confirmed that he would co-chair the Marine Industry 
Forum.

Sylvain Gaudreault, Minister 
of Transport and Minister of 
Municipal Affairs, Regions and 
Land Occupancy

SODES thanks its sponsors for making this event possible:

GOLd sPOnsOr                                                                   

siLvEr sPOnsOr 

 BrOnZE sPOnsOr

We would also like to thank our long-standing partner:



New SODES Communications Coordinator

This month, Laurie Grenier joined the SODES team. Boasting solid, diversified experience, she re-
places Catherine Houle, who has left the organization to take on new challenges. We sincerely thank 
Catherine for her work an wish her good luck in her new duties. 

Study of Estimates 
Marine transport garnered an important place for itself (and worthy of men-
tion) when the budgetary Estimates were studied in the National Assembly 
on February 18. Discussions included the role the marine industry plays in 
Québec’s economy and its very positive environmental performance. Minis-
ter Gaudreault took the opportunity to confirm the need for ensuring that 
the Marine Industry Forum be ongoing. Study of the Estimates is impor-
tant in terms of priorities and resources and tells us a great deal about the 
government’s strategic aims. 

Transcript available here (en français)

sOdEs nEWs

Action plan 

The SODES 2013 action plan was adopted at the February 21 Board of Directors meeting. The Board 
ratified the organization’s five key priorities: 

• Assume governance and strong leadership by ensuring 
strict follow-up on the recommendations of the updated 
St. Lawrence-Great Lakes Trade Corridor Study;

• Hold two workshops for members;
• Organize two meetings of the Marine Industry Forum 

and run the secretariat in conjunction with the Ministère 
des Transports du Québec. Ensure action plan follow-up 
and updating. And finally, support the working groups 
created;

• Liaise with federal authorities concerned with marine 
industry regulations;

• Conduct a public opinion poll on perceptions regarding 
the marine industry. 

The action plan highlights SODES’ dynamism and vitality. Through it, SODES promotes its main 
mission—to protect and promote the economic interests of the St. Lawrence maritime community 
from a sustainable development viewpoint. 

Photo credit: IOC

Photo credit: CSMOIM

http://www.assnat.qc.ca/fr/travaux-parlementaires/commissions/cte-40-1/journal-debats/CTE-130218.html#debut_journal


MtQ nEWs

The PAREGES program ended on December 31, 2012, at the same 
time as the 2006-2012 Climate Change Action Plan. Transitional mea-
sures are currently in place pending the 2013-2020 Climate Change 
Action Plan. 

Here is a detailed account of the program since it was adopted in 
May 2008:

Assessment of the Assistance Program Aiming to Reduce or Avoid Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions through the Implementation of Intermodal 
Rail and Marine Transport Projects (PAREGES)

As the table indicates, greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions can be significantly reduced in the marine 
and rail transport sectors. The GHG emission reduction target, which was set at 80,000 tonnes per 
year, was largely exceeded. These sectors must play a larger part in the process over the next coming 
years in accordance with the climate change policies.



Fednav, a “best employer” 

SODES is pleased 
to announce that 
Fednav, one of 
our members, was 
honoured in the 
February 6, 2013 

edition of The Gazette as one of Montréal’s 
“best employers” for 2013. Fednav enjoys 
this distinction for the second year in a row. 
This tribute highlights Fednav’s unique cor-
porate culture and spotlights the privileged 
nature of its work environment. In its efforts 
to attract and hire top talents, the award po-
sitions the company advantageously as a top 
employer. 
The award also impacts the entire marine 
industry positively.

For further details

48th AQTr congress  
Towards integrated mobility

The annual AQTr 
congress, one of the 
biggest catalyst events 
in the field of trans-
portation in Québec, 
will run March 25-26-
27 at the Palais des 
congrès de Montréal. 
This unique get-together features technical sessions, 
conferences by prestigious speakers, a transport and 
roads fair with more than 60 exhibitors and a great 
many related key activities. 

Click here to register

indUstrY nEWs

Grand Maritime Ball

Louis-Marie Beaulieu, Chairman of the Board 
and CEO of Groupe Desgagnés and Chairman of 
the Grand Maritime Ball (Grand Bal Maritime) is 
pleased to invite you to the event’s 4th edition.
The 20th edition of the Musée maritime de Charle-
voix’s golf tournament benefit will take place on Fri-
day, June 14, 2013 at the Club de golf Fairmont Le 
Manoir Richelieu golf club. 
Click here to register

Rail partnership at Port of Trois-Rivières 

In the strategic planning that led it to adopt the plan On Course 
for 2020, the Trois-Rivières Port Authority (TRPA) targeted rail 
development as contributing to the port’s growth. As a result, the 
TRPA and Chemins de fer Québec-Gatineau (CFQG) have jointly 
invested more than $3M to upgrade the port’s rail network. 

For further details
First row from right to left: Christopher V. Jones, director, CP, 
Gaétan Boivin, CEO, APTR, Mario Brault, president, Québec-Ga-
tineau Railway.

second row: Carla Pin, CP, Pierre Allen, Corporate Secretary, 
APTR, Cléo Marchand, Chairman of the Board, APTR
Jean Clerk,  lawyer associate at Heenan Blaikie.

http://www.canadastop100.com/montreal/montreal2013.pdf
http://www.aqtr.qc.ca/index.php/fr/congres-annuel/congres-2013
http://www.lamarieclarisse.com/index.php?/nouvelles/60
http://www.st-laurent.org/sites/default/files/communique_aptr_partenariat_ferroviaire_2013-02-21_vf.pdf


Study confirms environmental advantages of marine transport 

A new study confirms that marine transport is the mode that consumes the least fuel and produces 
the least carbon. 

The study Environmental and Social Impact of Marine Transport in 
the Great Lakes – St. Lawrence Seaway Region was commissioned 
and produced in collaboration with the Chamber of Marine Com-
merce, the Canadian Shipowners Association, the St. Lawrence 
Seaway Management Corporation and the Saint Lawrence Seaway 
Development Corporation. 

To consult the study
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St. Lawrence River news coverage on 
La semaine verte

The St. Lawrence, a fragile giant, is a series of two docu-
mentaries by journalist France Beaudoin and producer 
Jean-François Michaud. Airing on Radio-Canada’s La 
semaine verte, the series reports on the health of the Ri-
ver which, until the latter third of the 20th century, was 
exposed to many sources of pollution. Over the years, 
efforts have been made to correct this situation, and the 
giant is recovering. A descent of the St. Lawrence, from 
the Great Lakes to the Magdalen Islands, spotlights its 
condition and highlights the importance of its ecosystem. 

First programme

Second programme

http://http://www.tou.tv/la-semaine-verte/S2012E23
http://www.grandslacs-voiemaritime.com/en/pdf/Impacts-Full_En.pdf
http://www.tou.tv/la-semaine-verte/S2012E23
http://www.tou.tv/la-semaine-verte/S2012E22


indUstrY POrtrAit

NEAS, marine transport on a human scale 

Nunavut Eastern Arctic Shipping Inc. (NEAS), a leader in the Arctic, offers marine transport on 
a human scale by sustainably developing the 
Far North. 

NEAS is, first and foremost, an Inuit alterna-
tive to traditional marine transport services. 
But, NEAS is also a fleet flying Canadian co-
lours and adapted to sometimes-harsh Arctic 
conditions. 

Its head office is in the Canadian North, in 
the heart of Iqaluit, the capital of Nunavut. Its 
main shareholders are Inuit companies, including Nunavik’s Makivik Corporation, Nunavut’s Tuki-
mut and Transport Nanuk Inc., a Canadian marine carrier that has navigated the Arctic for almost a 
half-century.

Founded in 1998, NEAS sees itself primarily as a direct economic link between the eastern Canadian 
Arctic and the rest of the world.

Proud of a tradition of cooperation in the Arctic, NEAS was created to contribute positively to sus-
tainable economic development for the peoples and local communities across the Arctic by ensuring 
their involvement.  

Pour joindre un membre de notre équipe :
Nicole Trépanier, President 
nicole.trepanier@st-laurent.org 
418 648-4572, ext. 200

Laurie Grenier, Communications Coordinator
laurie.grenier@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 201

Mélissa Laliberté, Director, Projects and Governemental Affairs
melissa.laliberte@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 202

Pierrette Roy, Accounting Technician and Administrative Agent
pierrette.roy@st-laurent.org
418 648-4572, ext. 203


