
February 2016

President’s message
2016 edition oF SodeS rendez-vouS 

With 2016 barely under way, we are already 
planning the next edition of SODES Ren-
dez-vous. Given the time and energy we are 

focussing on the Québec Maritime Strategy as well as 
its importance for our members, it was the obvious 
choice as the theme for this 3rd edition. 

In its last budget, the Québec government slated 
funding to help implement its Maritime Strategy. Fol-
lowing extensive, industry-wide consultations, the fi-
nal version of the document was officially released in 
June 2015. Since then, Minister D’Amour and Premier 
Couillard have carried out a number of trade mis-
sions abroad to promote the project, attract inves-
tors to Québec and establish partnerships with other 
countries. SODES members also participated in these 
promotional initiatives. 

More remains to be done since not all of the Mari-
time Strategy’s objectives could be achieved in such 
a short time. This is why the theme of the next edition 
of the SODES Rendez-vous will be “Maritime Strategy 
– Preparing for the Future”. Minister D’Amour will be 
on hand to announce what he intends to do in 2016 

to pursue the project. Minister Marc Garneau has 
also been invited to report on federal government 
collaboration on maritime issues. The infrastructure 
investment component, especially where ports are 
concerned, will also be discussed.

I encourage you to mark April 14, 2016 on your calen-
dars and to check the preliminary program. It pro-
mises to be a terrific event. 

See you there! 

Nicole Trépanier
President

S t .  L a w r e n c e  E x p r e s s

http://www.st-laurent.org/en/events/sodes-rendez-vous-ang/


Mr. Tosini, you were elected Chairman of the SODES Board of Directors last June. Could you explain your role 
within the organization? 
In addition to ensuring sound financial management and good governance, my role involves various aspects. 
I believe it is essential that the Chairman of the Board promote ties and dialogue between SODES, its mem-
bers and various government authorities. Another of my roles is to represent SODES as Co-Chair of the Marine 
Industry Forum alongside Minister for Maritime Affairs Jean D’Amour. 

Finally, I feel it is important to encourage SODES members to use our services. SODES is there for all members 
and is available when we need its support. It is essential that it become second nature for our member orga-
nizations to turn to us. 

What are SODES’ priorities for 2016?
With the initiatives already under way and those planned for 2016, it promises to be a busy year for SODES. I 
am pleased to announce that SODES wants to further enhance our services to members and ensure member-
ship retention. SODES has just begun a far-reaching tour throughout Québec to meet with the majority of our 
member organizations in person to determine their needs, validate their satisfaction and make improvements 
to our services to members, if applicable. Another SODES priority is to recruit new members. Given that SODES 
represents the entire St. Lawrence maritime community, it is essential that all of the organizations concerned 
with or affected by its development be represented here. This way, SODES will carry greater weight and its 
voice will be even stronger in its relations with the various levels of government. 

Another priority is completing development of the SODES 2017-2020 strategic plan. This will offer an oppor-
tunity to assess what we have accomplished and what can be improved in future. Another key aspect, in my 
opinion, is to raise awareness and heighten visibility of the SODES initiatives already in place. For example, it is 
essential that we spotlight the actions already taken in the context of the marine industry promotional cam-
paign and publicize the creation of the Maritime Information Bureau (MIB), two projects that highlight SODES 
services and of which I am very proud. 

Michel Tosini holds a degree in Logistics and Transportation as well as a certificate in management 
from the University of Western Ontario’s Richard Ivey School of Business. He worked for CP Ships for 25 
years, heading up operations such as the trucking division, land and sea operations and customer ser-
vice in the importing/exporting department. Since 2006, he has been Executive Vice-President at Fede-
ral Marine Terminals, a subsidiary of Fednav. He was elected Chairman of the SODES Board of Directors 
in June 2015, and sits on the boards of directors of the Maritime Employers Association (MEA) and the 
Laurentian Pilotage Authority (LPA).

michel tosini, chairman of the sodes Board of directors, 
executive vice-President, fednav
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What is your vision for the role SODES should play in the coming years?
In my view, SODES should become the key resource for all members and government authorities. This is why 
we must heighten visibility of existing initiatives and why our member organizations must promote SODES. 
Our members and all levels of government must automatically turn to SODES for any and all questions affec-
ting the St. Lawrence River’s economic development and economic activity. This necessarily involves enhan-
cing our visibility. Our members must promote SODES as being the reference in maritime matters. 

What does it mean for your organization (Fednav) to be a SODES member?
Fednav has been a SODES member from the very beginning. We have always believed in this organization, 
which unites the Québec maritime industry’s broadest interests. Fednav has always been present and active 
within SODES. We consider it the voice of the maritime industry as a whole because its highly diverse mem-
bership allows it to intervene on a wide range of issues. SODES is a unifying organization, with a good reputa-
tion, that promotes consensus-building on many issues. 

SODES will hold the 3rd edition of the SODES Rendez-vous on April 14, 2016 at the Port of Montréal. The event 
will provide an opportunity to assess the Québec Maritime Strategy’s first year and to discuss the challenges 
that will affect its implementation. 

SODES is looking for interested sponsors for this event. Please consult our Sponsorship program or contact 
Laurie Grenier at 418-648-4572, ext. 201.

3rd edition of sodes rendez-vous: 
“maritime strategy – PreParing for the future”

When we overhauled our website, SODES included a calendar on all web pages to allow mem-
bers to register for our events and to announce activities organized by our members and par-
tners. To make this calendar the reference for Québec marine industry events, we invite you to 
give us all of the information useful for promoting your activity.  

sodes events calendar tool

michel tosini, chairman of the sodes Board of directors, 
executive vice-President, fednav
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In January SODES launched a brand-new initiative in the form of a tour of its members. The 
purpose of this tour is to enable SODES to meet with the majority of its member organiza-
tions throughout Québec to talk, enhance awareness of our organization, find out members’ 
expectations and improve our services to members. SODES hopes this initiative will streng-
then its ties to all of its members. For questions concerning the tour, contact Laurie Grenier.

sodes Begins a tour of its memBers

The Marine Industry Forum, co-chaired by SODES Chairman of the Board Michel Tosini and Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Jean D’Amour, has set up two new working groups. The first working group, on the competitive 
advantages of the St. Lawrence shipping channel, is chaired by Sylvie Vachon, President and CEO of the 
Montreal Port Authority (MPA), and is composed of representatives of the maritime industry, including the 
Laurentian Pilotage Authority (LPA), Canadian Coast Guard, university research community and Transport 
Québec. The group’s goal is to recommend an action plan designed to enable St. Lawrence ports and the 
navigable waterway to receive larger size ships and to take into account the economic, environmental and 
social dimensions of the issues raised. 

The second working group, on the marine information system (MIS), was created in December 2015. For 
some time now, Innovation maritime and SODES have been working to set up a service whose fundamental 
goal is to collate, process and disseminate data that is useful for marine-sector stakeholders. The solution 
envisaged was developed following discussions with partners, and is based on combined expertise in com-
puter science, navigation and maritime transport logistics. Chaired by SODES President Nicole Trépanier, the 
working group comprises Transport Québec, Transport Canada, St. Lawrence Shipoperators, Canadian Coast 
Guard, Innovation maritime, Secrétariat aux affaires maritimes (Maritime Affairs Secretariat) and the Canadian 
port authorities located in Québec.

marine industry forum working grouPs

Phase 3 of the video game Brought to You by Ship, developed with the firm 
CREO on the web platform www.gameforscience.com, is now online. Du-
ring this most recent development phase, a portal dedicated specifically 
to Brought to You by Ship was created to enable users to access the game 
directly, in addition to facilitating its promotion. The content was also en-
hanced and now contains information related to the maritime industry, 
such as marine-sector occupations. Drill and practice software combining 
marine-sector knowledge and educational concepts has been added to the portal to encourage the game’s 
use in the classroom. 

SODES will be working to promote the video game Brought to You by Ship in the coming months, among 
others by manning a stand at the annual Association québécoise d’information scolaire et professionnelle (Qué-
bec educational and job information association - AQISEP) congress on April 6, 7 and 8. 

coming online of Phase 3 of Brought to you By shiP

SODES FILES
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In December 2015, the Navigation Coordination Committee (NCC) unveiled its new Sustai-
nable Navigation Strategy (SNS). This second edition of the strategy includes a new action 
plan that runs to 2017. The SNS was developed by the Navigation Coordination Committee on 
which SODES sits. Please contact us for a hard copy of the document. 

ncc sustainaBle navigation strategy released 

On January 20, SODES held the 3rd edition of Comm Exerts Day, in Québec City. Led by Laurie Grenier and 
Ariane Charette, this get-together of communications experts from SODES member organizations was desi-
gned to promote closer ties between communications officers, directors and coordinators and to establish 
overall strategies for promoting the industry. The topics discussed included the marine industry promotional 
campaign and the Maritime Information Bureau (MIB), thereby fuelling SODES deliberations on these initia-
tives. The event also provided an opportunity to discuss participating organizations’ respective communica-
tions strategies and to get to know one another better. A 4th edition will soon be organized for members in 
the Montreal area.  

comm exPerts day 

sodes at cargo logistics canada
For the first time, Cargo Logistics Canada will run in Montréal, on February 17 and 18, 
2016. As a CargoM member, SODES will be on hand in a space shared with other Lo-
gistics and Transportation Metropolitan Cluster of Montréal member associations. The 
event’s two previous editions, in Vancouver, each attracted close to 2000 participants 
from the Canadian and North American logistics and transportation sectors. CargoM 
has worked with the Palais des Congrès de Montréal convention centre to bring this 
event to Québec province in order to better highlight the assets offered by the Greater 
Montréal hub. 

memBershiP renewal 
A new year is upon us and already SODES is safeguarding its members’ interests and promoting the develop-
ment of economic activities on the St. Lawrence River and its tributaries. Once again, it is time to invite you to 
renew your SODES membership for the coming year. 

http://planstlaurent.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_documents/documents/Usages/SND_ANG_2015_web_acc.pdf
http://planstlaurent.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_documents/documents/Usages/SND_ANG_2015_web_acc.pdf
http://www.st-laurent.org/en/files-and-accomplishments/marine-industry-consensus-seeking-and-positioning/committees-and-working-groups/
mailto:ariane.charette%40st-laurent.org?subject=


2015 seaway results 
The St. Lawrence Seaway closed its 2015 naviga-
tion season on December 31 ice-free and with wa-
ter temperatures well above the 10-year average.  
Read on

2016-01-12

Positive results for the Port 
of trois-rivières in 2015
The Trois-Rivières Port Authority (TRPA) paints a 
positive picture for 2015 in terms of cargo traffic, 
hosting cruise ships, new development projects 
and community involvement. Read on

2016-01-08

Port of montréal celeBrates 
the 177th gold-headed cane

Montreal Port Authority (MPA) President and CEO 
Sylvie Vachon officially inaugurated the start of a 
new year of activity at the Port of Montreal today 
by presenting the Gold-Headed Cane to Philip-
pine Captain Jun Eric Aljo Dalipe. Read on

2016-01-04

Port of montréal welcomes 
haPag-lloyd’s QueBec exPress

The Port of Montreal is extremely pleased to wel-
come Hapag-Lloyd’s Quebec Express on its inau-
gural call to Montreal. Read on 

2015-12-17

anette, 1st vessel of the year 
at the Port of trois-rivières

The Anette, operated and chartered by MST Mine-
ralien Schiffahrt Gmbh and sailing under the Libe-
rian flag, was the first foreign vessel to reach the 
Port of Trois-Rivières, with 
no stopovers, on January 6, 
becoming the first vessel of 
2016. Read on

2016-01-07

Éric Massicotte

INDUSTRY NEWS
IN SHORT

save the date!  
April 14, 2016
SODES Board meeting and SODES Rendez-vous 
in Montréal

May 30-June 1, 2016
GreenTech

June 9, 2016
SODES Board meeting, AGM and luncheon-
conference in Québec City
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Over half-way into this decade and the downward trend in oil spills from tankers continues, says the Interna-
tional Tanker Owners Pollution Federation (ITOPF). For the last three and a half decades the average number 
of incidents involving large oil spills, i.e. greater than 700 tons, from tankers has progressively reduced and 
since 2010 stands at an average of 1.8 per year.

In 2015, two spills of oil over 700 tons from tankers were recorded; one a crude oil spill in Singapore and the 
other a spill of naphtha in Turkey. ITOPF provided technical advice to the vessels’ insurers in both incidents. Six 
medium-sized spills (7-700 tons) were also reported in 2015, involving cargoes of asphalt, naphtha and slurry 
oil as well as bunker fuel.

The total amount of oil lost to the environment through tanker incidents in 2015 was approximately 7,000 
tons, the majority of which can be attributed to the two large spills. This continuing trend in low numbers of 
large oil spills annually is encouraging news for tanker operators and governments alike as they continue to 
work to improve standards of operations in sea-borne transportation, says ITOPF.

In the 1990s, there were 358 spills of seven tons and over, resulting in 1,133,000 tons of oil lost; 73 percent of 
this amount was spilt in just 10 incidents. In the 2000s, there were 181 spills of seven tons and over, resulting 
in 196,000 tons of oil lost; 75 percent of this amount was spilt in just 10 incidents.

Source

tanker sPills on the decline
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