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THE CANADIAN COAST GUARD  
AN IMMOVEABLE FORCE IN TROUBLED WATERS 

 
Quebec, January 30, 2014 – As vessels transiting the St. Lawrence face growing 
numbers of delays and the resulting economic losses pile up, the maritime industry is 
renewing its call for immediate action from the federal government.   
 
At issue is the Coast Guard’s ability to provide adequate icebreaking service during a 
winter season like this year or more severe – a subject that industry has raised 
repeatedly in recent years.   
 
The industry’s concerns stem from the precarious state of the current icebreaking fleet, 
which has an average vessel age of 33 and suffers from a lack of replacement parts.  
Indeed, of the icebreaking units that are currently in service, almost a third are operating 
at less than full capacity.   
 
Between January 3rdand 9th, some twenty ships were stranded in the St. Lawrence 
waterway due to severe ice conditions, resulting in serious financial losses for Canadian 
industries and their trading partners overseas.  These losses amounted to an average of 
$100,000 per ship for every 24 hours of delay.  Several of the ferries operated by la 
Société des traversiers du Québec were also tied up for several days, making it 
impossible to provide much-needed service to remote communities. 
 
Given this state of affairs, the associations representing the maritime industry have 
joined forces in urging the Canadian Coast Guard to reconsider its investment priorities, 
which are currently focused not on acquiring much-needed new icebreaker units, but on 
prolonging the life of an already aged fleet and on building a billion dollar polar 
icebreaker for use in the Canadian Arctic.   
 
It is essential that the federal government view the maintenance of safe and reliable 
winter operations along the St. Lawrence and Great Lakes as a priority item.  Trade 
along this axis generates tens of billions of dollars in economic benefits each year, and 
represents almost 40 percent of Canada’s international freight and 50 percent of its 
domestic freight.  If our industries are to remain strong and competitive in the future, the 
government must take action to invest in the renewal of the Coast Guard’s icebreaking 
fleet today. 
 
 
Over the last 25 years, Sodes has played a central role in the St. Lawrence River’s 
economic activity.  The organization speaks on behalf of the maritime community by 
representing its interests in all forums in which river’s economic future is at stake.  With 
its numerous and diverse membership, Sodes’ key objective is to work towards the 
development of the St. Lawrence in the most sustainable manner possible (www.st-
laurent.org). 

 
-30- 

 

http://www.st-laurent.org/
http://www.st-laurent.org/


 
Source:   Société de développementéconomique du Saint-Laurent (Sodes) 
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